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Background of Planning Process
The Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) was requested to facilitate a planning
process to create a community vision for the future of the Town of Fredenberg, Minnesota. The process
was inspired by the potential for new gravel or borrow pits and batch or crush plants in the community.
ARDC Planning’s collaborative staff specializes in community development, public engagement, and
funding mechanisms at multiple levels to serve the people of Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Itasca, Koochiching,
Lake, and St. Louis counties. As a division of the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC),
our mission is to provide local units of government and citizens groups a means to work cooperatively in
identifying needs, solving problems, and fostering local leadership.

Community Profile
The Town of Fredenberg is a township located in Saint Louis County, Minnesota. 2018 American
Community Survey data estimates the total population to be 1,436 (738 Male/698 Female) According to
the US Census Bureau, the township has a total area of 35.9 square miles, 25.4 of which is land and 10.5
is water. The Cloquet and Beaver Rivers flow through Fredenberg and connect to Fish and Island Lake
which are partially within the township. Most of the soil in Fredenberg is sandy loam over sand and gravel
or gravelly coarse sandy loam. Two County highways (48 and 43) and one County gravel road reside in
the community, with an additional 14 miles of township roads.

Demographics
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Figure 1: Town of Fredenberg Overview
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History
The human history of the Region dates back nearly 12,000 years when the first people known to
archeologists as Paleoindians moved to the Region. The Paleoindians were small nomadic hunting groups
who would move from small site to small site as the food sources moved. As the climate began to change
so did the people of the region. As a warmer drier period began about 8,000 years ago the rugged
landscape was carved out. With vast amounts of glacial melt, the networks of streams, rivers, and lakes
unfolded. Along with these environmental changes came the cool and moist climate which gave way to
the dense forests of spruce and large amounts of bodies of water. By the 1700s the Ojibwe lived in much
of the area. Fur Trading dominated the 18th century, but by 1830s the fur trade began to decline from
overhunting and declining markets in Europe. In 1834, the American Fur Company undertook commercial
fishing operations on Lake Superior to bolster their sagging profits. By the1850s explorers began to cross
into the Region making way for the logging boom and the building of the railroads, which brought
homesteaders to make their way to the region before the turn of the century.
The Town of Fredenberg became official in 1904. In 1905, there were 77 residents but only 6 families. The
Weyerhouse Company built a log dam in 1890 over the Cloquet River. In 1913, the Great Northern Power
Company (now Minnesota Power -MP) purchased the dam, building the first concrete dam in 1915. In
2017, updates to this dam were made by MP. The 1918 Fire swept through the township and was
devastating, especially to the agriculture, farming, logging and residents in the area.
The first school was established around 1890 in homes. In 1903, the first graduating class of 8th graders
had 4 students. The Fredenberg School was built in 1958 and remained open until 1981. The building
now houses the Community Center/Town Hall. Students from the area attend the Hermantown Schools.

Community Vision
The Town of Fredenberg completed a community plan document in 2018. This document
presents a vision for the future of the community and the following excerpt outlines some of that vision:
The Town of Fredenberg lies to the north of Duluth. As the Township faces more development pressure,
there is a need to guide any future development in such a way that the rural character of the Township is
retained as desired by the majority of respondents to the 2007 and 2017 Township surveys. Areas that
are unsuitable for development need to be protected, and it is important to recognize, value, and preserve
the many natural resources that make up the Township.
The natural resources that abound also present some unique challenges for land use decisions. Our town
possesses:
- Natural lakes, rivers and streams, reservoir lakes created by MN Power
- Many acres of wetlands that serve as nature’s filter and areas of water retention
The natural resource assets also provide the following: - Varied recreational opportunities such as fishing and boating on the many lakes; hunting, hiking,
skiing, cycling, horseback riding on woodland trails; snowmobiling on designated trails and a
locally developed and supported cross country ski trail
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Figure 2: Town of Fredenberg: Streams and Watersheds
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Relevant Existing Town Plan Goals & Strategies
The following is a list of goals and strategies identified in the Town of Fredenberg’s plan which was
deemed relevant to this planning process.
Goal 1: Maintain the existing rural character of Fredenberg Township
POLICY 2: Rural areas away from existing development should generally be used for that area’s
dominant land use activity, such as farming and forestry.
GOAL 3: Provide for the orderly growth of commercial and industrial activities within the township.
POLICY 2: Ensure that new commercial or industrial development will be compatible with the
character and environment of the Township through the following: site design controls; use of
screening between potential incompatible land uses; nodalization of commercial and industrial
uses wherever practical.
POLICY 4: Discourage heavy industrial and large commercial expansion and/or development as
being incompatible with the character and environment of the Township
GOAL 6: Encourage Fredenberg residents and other interested parties to participate in land use and
development decisions.

Borrow Pit Gravel Mining Overview
A borrow pit is a term used in construction for a hole, pit or excavation that has been dug for the purposes
of removing gravel, clay and sand used in a construction project such as when building an overpass or
embankment. Saint Louis County defines Borrow Pit Gravel Mining as an ‘Extractive Use’ which requires
a Conditional Use Permit in certain zoning districts in the county. The definition has been listed below:
Extractive Use - The use of land for surface or subsurface removal of sand, gravel, rock, industrial
minerals, other nonmetallic minerals, and peat not regulated under Minnesota Statutes, sections
93.44 to 93.51
Batch or Crushing plants are accessory uses to mining efforts. Dependent on the mine, typically a batch
plant combines the necessary materials to create concrete, and a crushing plant is on site to turn the raw
material excavated from the ground into useable, smaller ‘gravel. Each of these uses are regulated under
the Saint Louis County conditional use permit process.
A Conditional Use Permit allows for a specific use but only after a public hearing and approval from the
Board of Appeals, currently overseen by Saint Louis County Planning & Zoning. The use cannot happen
without approval, and if approved, reasonable operational conditions can be placed on the use.
While a critical operation for development, gravel mining and similar processing plants inherently create
additional noise, potential air contaminants, and large truck traffic within proximity of the site. These
impacts should be required to be mitigated, but also puts additional pressure on siting, to minimize
conflicts with non-compatible uses. While the extent of long-term environmental impacts is not fully
understood, rehabilitation of pits and plants can mitigate potential negative environmental impacts
drastically. Additionally, rehabilitation can lead to a public amenity (i.e. recreation areas or new wetlands).
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Shown in the map below, the Town of Fredenberg has approximately 4 active pits and at least 1 idle pit.

Figure 3 Town of Fredenberg Borrow Pits / Land Ownership
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History of Local Zoning Control and Legal Precedence of Regulation
A brief history of the local zoning control in the Town of Fredenberg is outlined in their previously
referenced community plan. The following has been extracted from that document:
Fredenberg established its own zoning by a vote of the residents on September 11, 1962. The
Town Board was empowered to implement local zoning regulations.
The Town Board voted, on November 10, 1965 to adopt the St. Louis County zoning ordinance to
govern zoning in Fredenberg Township. In later years, several amendments were adopted
establishing additional restrictions. The Town Board appointed a 5-member zoning commission,
a board of adjustment, and a zoning administrator who issued land use permits for building
construction.
In 1987 the residents of Fredenberg voted to end Township zoning, and supervision of Fredenberg
zoning was turned over to St. Louis County. Even though the County administers Township zoning,
it is important for the Township to develop its own Comprehensive Plan to serve as a guide to the
County when they make zoning decisions affecting Fredenberg.
Recent development pressure has spurred this planning process and questions on if the Town board
can/should regain their zoning authority. An inquiry was made to the Minnesota Association of
Townships regarding what the options are for regulations. Excerpts of that response has been placed
below:
Townships can adopt land use ordinance no different than counties or cities. Town zoning is under
the same statute as cities, Minn. Stat Ch 462. The town’s ordinances need to be consistent with
the county, meaning they must be as restrictive or more restrictive, but not less restrictive. Towns
are not required to do ‘all or nothing’ zoning. Just like cities and counties, the local government
regulates only the things they choose. The town can adopt an ordinance that addresses only the
mining issue if they like. Many towns adopt a limited ordinance like that, regulating only the few
issues they feel are not adequately governed by the county ordinance. The town enforces and
administers its own ordinance, and the county ordinances, if any apply exist in parallel with the
towns. An applicant would need to apply to both local governments and get approvals from both.
It is expected that for the town to regulate the land use without taking on some zoning. Towns
have general welfare powers, but that does not usually extend to land use regulation. If
regulating, the Township does not take anything from the county. Instead, the town and county
administrations exist alongside one another as two governing bodies.
It is with this understanding that, if desired, the Town of Fredenberg could obtain land use zoning
restrictions for a certain use (i.e. gravel borrow pit zoning or related use), but not be required to obtain
authority over all other zoning regulations within the Township. An ordinance limiting the use or requiring
additional permitting process appear to be legal options for the Township to have further input and
control over the development of these (or other) related uses within the community.
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Figure 4: Town of Fredenberg Zoning Map (Administered by Saint Louis County)
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Public Input Summary
A public comment/input session was conducted as part of the planning process. A summary of the public
input process and comments/input received has been outlined below.

Public Hearing- July 29th, 2020
This document was published in draft form online for comment in advance of a public
hearing to gather input from the community. Given COVID-19 precautions, the public hearing
was held on zoom, with a call-in conference phone line available. The meeting had 31 attendees,
although an accurate sign in sheet was difficult to document given the meeting’s format. At the
meeting, Senior Planner Justin Otsea presented an outline of the report and issues of which we
are studying, conducted an interactive poll, and held time for questions, comments, and
discussion. An open comment collection period was also held around the public hearing. All
written public comments have been included in appendix B. A summary of themes of comments
received during the public hearing and comment period follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Concerns-Specifically groundwater and air pollutant related
Siting concerns and impacts of permitted pits on surrounding properties.
Large Vehicle Traffic Concerns
Potential impacts on property value
Desire for local input on decision making.
Aesthetic concerns
Concerns of past community issues when handling zoning decision locally
Economic value of local business expansion
Impacts of available materials on construction costs
Need for broader community feedback opportunity.

Community Survey
Due to the restrictions of the public input process implemented due to COVID-19
precautions, and comments received, a need for additional public input from the community was
identified. ARDC staff worked with the Town Board and Staff to develop a survey to be sent out
to all registered voters in the township. A final copy of the survey was approved by the Town
Board at their August 19th meeting. The surveys were mailed on August 25th, with results collected
through September 11th. Total responses received were 541 out of 1061 sent out, resulting in a
return rate of approximately 51%. The results were a 52% to 48% support for some sort of zoning
ordinance related towards gravel pits. Results summarized below:

Fredenberg Gravel Pit
Zoning Survey
No Local Zoning

282, 52% 259, 48%
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A summary of themes outlined by the comments received as part of the survey included below (the
number in parenthesis includes how many comments received along this theme):
•

•

For Zoning
o Desire for community decision on siting (35)
o Support for zoning more than just gravel pits (13)
o Traffic/Environmental concerns (11)
o Support ban of use (8)
Against Zoning
o Less bias and more resources with the County (24)
o Past issues of town divisiveness/Limited future sites (10)
o Legal concerns with costs associated with administering zoning (9)
o Support an all or none approach to zoning (6)

Of note, not all surveys replied with comments or were qualified within the above themes. A copy of
the distributed survey is included in appendix A.

Recommendations
1. Review information in this document including public input provided as part of this planning
process to determine if adopting a gravel pit related zoning ordinance.
2. The following scenarios for the Town Board to move forward on with this issue:
Option 1: No Changes
-

County continues to set regulations, issues permits, and enforce operations.
Town Board can review applications and submit comments to County Planning
Commission.

Option 2: Township adopts an ordinance regulating borrow pits.
-

Identify specific concerns and develop standards to mitigate those concerns. The
Town can regulate:
o Location (in township and on the parcel)
o Number of pits, proximity of pits to each other
o Setbacks (from property lines, residences, waterbodies, wetlands, etc.)
o Structures
o Access road placement
o Screening and security
o Environmental issues (groundwater, dust, erosion, stormwater, etc.)
o Accessory uses (crushing, hot mix, etc.)
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-

-

o Hours and days of operations
o Length of operation
o Size
o Remediation
o Other
Regulatory Tools
o Planning Commission (Board can act as PC but not recommended)
o Conditional Use Permit recorded with County
o EAW requirements (can require for all pits, use a guide to set specific
conditions addressing specific concerns)
o Remediation plan approved concurrently
o At least annual inspections
o Financial Assurances (escrow or bonds) for project requirements
(stormwater control, dust control, screening, remediation) and for
application review to be released at completion of each stage
o Extraction tax or another fee
o Enforcement procedures (developed concurrently or as part of the
ordinance)
Administration and Costs
o Ordinance and application development
o Zoning Officer (can be existing town staff, new employee, or contractor)
o Coordination with other permitting agencies (County, ACOE, Soil and Water,
DNR, etc) (admin)
o Application review and approval (admin staff, engineers, attorneys) (an
application escrow can be used to cover these costs)
o Public notice for public hearing (mailings and newspaper announcement)
o Inspections (admin staff)
o Enforcement (admin staff, attorneys, engineers, public works if corrective
matters like dust control or screening are required)
o An extraction tax and financial assurances can be assessed to cover
regulatory costs and impact to roads

Option 3: Prohibit borrow pits
-

Town determines borrow pits are incompatible with town land uses, environmental
quality, public safety, health and general welfare, develops legally sound findings of
fact, adopts ordinance prohibiting borrow pits.
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Appendix A: Survey Distributed
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Fredenberg Township-Community Vision Survey
On behalf of Fredenberg Township, the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission
(ARDC) is facilitating a community planning study focused on land use regulation in the Township
as it relates to gravel pits. The results of this survey will be utilized as public input to help create
the vision moving forward for the Township. Your results will be kept anonymous. Please
circle one of the following and return via mail in the enclosed envelope. To be included in the
final count, returned surveys must be postmarked by September 11th, 2020.
Currently, Saint Louis County oversees all zoning decisions in the Township. Zoning defines what
uses are or are not allowed in certain areas of the community. A gravel pit is a term used in
construction for a hole, pit or excavation that has been dug for the purposes of removing gravel,
clay and sand used in a construction project. Currently this ‘extractive use’ is only allowed with a
conditional use permit (CUP), approved by Saint Louis County. A ‘CUP’ can place related
conditions onto the operations of the gravel pit. We are exploring if the Township should take a
more active role in these operations or not. For more information, visit the Township’s website:
www.fredenberg.org
Name:
Address:
1. Would you like to see the Township take on zoning for gravel pits?
Answer 1: No (Leave authority with St Louis County)
Answer 2: Yes
2. Please provide any additional comments related to the topic that you feel may be
relevant to the planning process.

Once complete, please mail the results to 221 W First Street, Duluth, MN 55802.

Thank you for participating in this survey, your input is greatly valued. If you have additional
comments/question about the project, please feel free to contact:
Justin Otsea, Senior Planner ARDC Planning, ARDC
218-529-7529 / jotsea@ardc.org
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Appendix B: Public Comments Received
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Mission: We are committed to protecting and enhancing Fredenberg Lake

Fredenberg Lake Association
March 3, 2020
Ken Johnson, President of Fredenberg Lake Association
6522 Fredenberg Lake Road
Duluth, MN 55803

Members of the St. Louis County Planning Commission and Fredenberg Town Board:

As president of the Fredenberg Lake Association (FLA), I am writing on behalf of the Association to
address the application for a Class II Gravel Mining permit from LTI Holdings LLC to conduct gravel
mining operations on 40 acres of property located at 6464 Fredenberg Lake Road.

The FLA is comprised of 27 property owners around the circumference of Fredenberg Lake. Of those
property owners who responded to my query about the issue, 100 percent (19) were opposed to the
proposal to mine gravel along Fredenberg Lake Road. (Eight families were either unable to be reached or
did not respond). The clear majority stated concerns over impaired water quality, disturbances to the
ecological balance of the lake, negative impact on waterfowl and wildlife and the future viability of the
lake itself.

Along those lines, I would like to present some of our concerns and accompanying research that has
been done by others on the impact of gravel mining operations, especially as they stand to potentially
affect residential/recreational/wildlife lakes such as ours.

The watershed of the northeast quarter section of the proposed 40-acre gravel mining site
(approximately 10 acres) flows into Fredenberg Lake. We feel this could potentially impact the water
quality of Fredenberg Lake, as sediment from the mining operation can migrate into the lake. Additional
wetlands that surround the property on all sides also stand to be at risk. The implications could be far
greater when we consider that Fredenberg Lake is a natural, spring-fed lake that flows into the Island
Lake Reservoir and the Cloquet River watershed.

Mission: We are committed to protecting and enhancing Fredenberg Lake

Fredenberg Lake Association
According to a 2005 report by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, operation of quarries
and pits has the potential to cause impacts on ground-water and surface-water systems in various ways.

"Quarries and gravel pits often are located in the aquifer itself; thus, water quality impacts can be direct
and unmitigated," the report states. "Ground-water levels surrounding many of these quarries and pits
are drawn down to allow dry quarry operations, converting billions of gallons of ground water into
surface water annually and reducing ground-water availability for nearby wells, wetlands, springs,
streams, and lakes."

A 2013 report in the Alberta Times further points out that aggregate mining extracts everything required
to sustain a healthy aquatic ecosystem necessary for good quality water – trees, shrubs, all vegetation,
the topsoil, substrate and all the small life forms that inhabit those areas are completely removed from
the landscape.

The DNR report explains, "While erosion normally proceeds at a slow rate, when protective vegetative
cover is removed and underlying soil exposed, the rate is greatly accelerated. Disturbed land may
experience erosion rates as much as 1,000 times that of undisturbed land. The greater the distance and
slope, the more difficult erosion is to control. Increasing volume and velocity of runoff waters also
contributes to the severity of erosion."

The DNR report adds that through the process of rock crushing and processing in rock quarries and pits,
large quantities of fine materials are produced and can be washed into the ground-water system by rain
events, which can increase turbidity. Such sediment deposition can destroy fish spawning beds, clog
streams and may carry toxic chemicals.

A water clarity study done by the University of Wisconsin Extension Service explains that such sediments
can cause water to become cloudy, or “turbid”, making it difficult for fish to see and feed properly.

"Sediments can also damage fish gills and impair the feeding and breathing processes in aquatic
insects," the report points out. "Sediments cloud the water and cover plant leaves, reducing sunlight
penetration and inhibiting photosynthesis. Without photosynthesis, desirable plant populations are
reduced, leaving fewer habitats for fish and small organisms."

Mission: We are committed to protecting and enhancing Fredenberg Lake

Fredenberg Lake Association
In addition, loons – who must see underwater to fish – may no longer be able to fish if the water
becomes cloudy. In some such lakes loons may attempt to raise their young, but cannot find enough
food for them. The young may survive for a few weeks, sustained by a diet of aquatic insects, but
without fish they eventually weaken and die. Though Fredenberg Lake is only large enough to support
one pair of nesting loons, that pair has already faced multiple environmental challenges.

Further, the issue of contaminants from the gravel mining site stands to go a step further in threatening
the lake with environmental damage that is irreversible. The permit application indicates that the
proposed operation would include asphalt recycling, which could open up the site to extremely toxic
chemicals that may have seeped into the mix from being in and around manufacturing facilities, gas
station parking lots and a variety of other unknown sources from which used materials are reclaimed.
These materials could easily seep into the rainwater runoff into the local groundwater and lake.

According to a study by the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, “The Effect of Asphalt Pavement on
Stormwater Contamination,” carcinogenic and toxic compounds in water that is sourced from asphalt
runoff are “of great concern.”

“Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) leaching from asphalt pavement is both an ecological and
human health concern,” the report states. “According to our data,” the study explains, “PAHs do have
the capacity to leach from asphalt and into groundwater. Research indicated that PAHs may be bound to
particulate matter within the asphalt and leach out over time due to surface wear and water
exposure.....Overall, reclaimed asphalt pavement (RAP) runoff was shown to have higher concentrations
of petroleum hydrocarbons and greater complexity than virgin asphalt.”

The simple and compelling fact of the matter is this – aggregate mining dramatically alters the landscape
and its natural hydrologic system and poses intrinsic threats to both our people and the lake we live on.
We believe such an extreme alteration is too great a risk to run, given the proposed gravel mining
operation’s proximity to the lake and surrounding wetlands.

Mission: We are committed to protecting and enhancing Fredenberg Lake

Fredenberg Lake Association
The mining company's application does little to allay those fears. There is no indication that a
hydrological study has been conducted. The completed application fails to acknowledge whether any
wastewater will be generated by the project or that any sort of wastewater treatment plan is in place if
that should be the case. In addition, there is no storm water management plan in place and no
indication if an MPCA permit has been secured. Perhaps most alarmingly, the application states that the
water table level of the proposed site is "unknown" to them. Those are some big questions that have
remained unanswered.

Based on the analysis above, we believe the proposed gravel pit does not fit in with the goals of the
Fredenberg Township Comprehensive Plan to “preserve the high quality of the township’s natural
environment.” It fails to “preserve all significant wetlands that provide wildlife habitat as well as those
that are vital to hydrological systems of the township.”

It also fails to conform with the St. Louis County Conditional Use Approval Criteria by being incompatible
with the existing neighborhood and inconsistent with the desirable pattern of development for the area.

The Fredenberg Lake Association is therefore resoundingly opposed to the approval of this Conditional
Use Permit.

Ken Johnson, President
Fredenberg Lake Association

CC by E-mail: Donald Rigney, Senior Planner; Clayton Cich, Fredenberg Town Board Chair; and Keith
Nelson, St. Louis County Commissioner

July 10, 2020

Justin Otsea, ARDC:

We are writing in regard to development of gravel pits/ borrow pits in Fredenberg
Township, Minnesota. We strongly object to a borrow pit at 6464 Fredenberg Lake
Road. We are the owners of the property immediately adjacent on the west side at
6456 Olson Drive.
We believe the development of this property for use as a gravel pit is not in
compliance with the established standards and criteria as stated in St. Louis
County Zoning Ordinance 62. We believe the following criteria are NOT met:

1.

We are unaware of any comprehensive plan by the county to use this area
for the development of Borrow / Gravel Pits. If there is a plan, we request a
copy which includes details of an impact study on our adjacent property.

2. The proposed use is not compatible with the existing neighborhood. The
6464 property and our adjacent property includes residential homes, a tree
farm, outbuildings and acreage which are used recreationally by the
community. Also within this area are fields, forests, and wetlands which
provide habitat for wildlife (ex: sandhill cranes), and managed areas for
hunting.
3. The proposed use at 6464 will impede the normal and orderly development of
the area and our adjacent property. We recently retired, with plans to
establish our home at 6456 Olson Drive. We will continue making
improvements to the land and outbuildings in order to provide recreational
opportunities. For 30 years, our parents, Vern and Ilene Anderson,
developed and operated the 9-hole golf course they named “Rolling Ruts.”
The barn was used as a clubhouse and activity center by the neighborhood
and surrounding communities. Some of the events held at Rolling Ruts
included golf tournaments, family reunions, graduation parties, teacher

training workshops, corporate events, and weddings. Our intent is to
improve the property so it can again be offered for use by the community.
4. We believe the proposed development would be injurious to the public
health, safety, order, comfort, appearance, and general welfare of the
entire neighboring area. This land area includes farm land, forests, hunting
habitats, lakes, and residential homes. During the time of use as a gravel pit
at 6464, surrounding properties would be negatively impacted by
construction noise, dust, and truck traffic, potentially 6 days a week, 12
hours a day.
5. Residents who currently live near active pits in Fredenberg describe the
change in their environment as being severely altered and almost unlivable.
What formerly was a natural landscape of rolling wooded hills and open fields
is now an unusable eyesore. Forestation is gone and large open craters exist.
Most pits in the Fredenberg area have not been reclaimed to their natural
state. Apparently, there is no monitoring of the reclamation process.
6. During excavation of the pits, residents state they had to limit time spent
outdoors due to the volume of dust, noise, and truck traffic. Gravel dust
seeps into homes, creating breathing and cleaning problems. Residents no
longer hang out laundry, windows are closed and require constant cleaning,
children do not play outside during excavation. The loud and constant sounds
of trucks, smells associated with excavating and processing gravel,
vibrations from gravel truck road traffic, and the increase in truck traffic
have caused residents to limit outside living, children’s outside play, and
resident access to roads for walking, biking, etc. In order to escape these
adverse conditions, some residents report leaving their homes for long
periods of time during the gravel pit work hours.
7. Further development of gravel pits in the residential area of Fredenberg
Township may have an adverse effect on property values. Many residents
chose to live in this area for the serene natural environment, which includes
several lakes and forested areas.

8. Our hope is that residents and the Town Board of Fredenberg Township will
regain control of land use decisions. Local residents are most familiar with
their surrounding properties and have a vested interest in the future of land
use.

In summary, we strongly object to granting a permit for development of a Borrow
Pit / Gravel Pit on the 6464 property. Within a radius of 1 ½ miles, there are
currently 12 gravel pits. In this residential area, the negative effects of a borrow
pit are immediate, and some negatives results will last for several generations.
Borrow pits are not a good fit in the residential area of Fredenberg Township.

Sincerely,

Mike and Kristi Anderson
604 4th Avenue NW
Buffalo, MN 55313
763-354-4385
Mkanderson604@gmail.com

Justin Otsea:
I write to you concerning the study you are preparing for Fredenberg Township.
According to the county, Fredenberg Township currently has 11 gravel pits. The county
just approved an application for a new gravel pit at 6464 Fredenberg Lake Road. This
new site is in the middle of a residential neighborhood and surrounded by wetlands
that go directly into Fredenberg Lake. None of us understand how this is allowed to
happen. This is a turning point for Fredenberg Township. If they will allow a gravel pit
there, they will allow them anywhere and it will destroy what we all value about our
township.
I am against the proposed gravel pit on Fredenberg Lake Road and any new gravel pits
in Fredenberg Township for the following reasons:
We Have Enough
Fredenberg Township is a six by six square mile area. We are a small township. A third
of our township is water which should be protected. We already have 11 gravel pits in
our township. We are saturated with gravel pits. We have been referred to the “gravel
pit capitol of St. Lois County”. There have never been any restrictions as to where
gravel pits can be. This needs to change. I live about a mile from a large gravel pit.
Most of the summer I have been able to hear digging, trucks and other loud noises
from that pit. I can only imagine the level of noise and dust if it is a quarter of a mile
away from my house. These are industrial sites that harm the quality of our township.
This is not the right location for a gravel pit. Fredenberg Township can’t handle more
gravel pits. There are other options that are more rural and not near water or residents.
Land Plan Use
It is against Fredenberg Township’s comprehensive land plan use which was prepared
for the St. Louis County Planning and Zoning Department and accepted by the county.
Our land plan use should have been respected and followed by the county since they
accepted it as a guide when they are faced with making land use decisions in our
township. It was ignored and never mentioned in their staﬀ report or discussions.
No Support for Gravel Pit
My entire neighborhood is against it because of how it will aﬀect the quality of our
lives, the environment, traﬃc safety and our property. There are at least 90 properties
within a half mile of the proposed pit. The rest of the community is against it because
they fear this could happen to them. Nothing has brought our township together more
that this issue has. The township board is against it because the majority of residents
are against it and taken have action against it. The only people who support this gravel
pit and more like it are Mark and Brenda Toms (the property owners selling to
Lakehead Trucking who will make more than $400,000 more than the property is
valued at) and Lakehead Trucking, who will benefit financially from it.
At the first planning commissions public hearing, about 25 residents drove up to
Virginia to speak out against the proposed gravel pit. Many others sent letters

opposing it. The only people there that spoke in favor of the gravel pit were one of the
owners of Lakehead and Mark Toms. At the second virtual public hearing, over 20
people (there were more waiting for a chance to speak but the system didn’t recognize
them) spoke out against the gravel pit. The only two that spoke in favor of it were one
of the owners of Lakehead and his wife.
Petition
In less than two weeks, we were able to get just over 100 signatures of residents of
people opposed to the proposed gravel pit. We would have had more but many
residents were out of town and then everything was shut down by covid. I turned this
petition into the planning commission and it was ignored and not even acknowledged.
Not Compatible
Three of the questions asked by the planning commission to determine whether the
proposed application to the new gravel pit should be approved where: Does the use
conform to the land plan use? Is the use compatible with the existing neighborhood?
Is the location and character of the proposed use considered consistent with a
desirable pattern of development? The answer to all three of these questions is NO!
Another question asked was: Will the use impede the normal and orderly development
and improvement of the surrounding area? The answer is YES!
The planning commission ignored the answers to their own questions.
Environmental Concerns
The entire property of the proposed gravel pit sits on a hill with a 40 foot drop. The
biggest drop is on Miller Lane which is to the back of the proposed site and goes
directly into the wetlands that are a part of Fredenberg Lake. Fredenberg Lake flows
into Island Lake which flows into the Cloquet River. Nobody has considered what the
environmental impact might be. This should be a part of any new proposed gravel pit
site that is surrounded by water.
In the Cloquet River Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy report (WRAPS),
the Minnesota Environmental Partnership recommended a moratorium on new gravel/
aggregate mining until necessary research is complete. “Reason for this: It’s obvious
there is a high level of concern about impacts and outcomes from connection between
collator streams and aggregate mining pits. Currently, residents of Fredenberg
Township are deeply concerned about a proposed gravel pit and believe good public
process has been ignored.”
There is also concern for air quality when they can do crushing 12 months out of the
year which will create non-stop dust and noise. We will never ever get a break from it.
They are also planning on doing hot mix which has toxic fumes and is carried by the
wind.
Safety Concerns
The county roads in Fredenberg Township carry a lot of traﬃc, especially in the
summer months. The access road on Fish Lake Road to the proposed site is in a very
dangerous location where you cannot see the entrance until you are right on top of it
because of a hill. Fish Lake Road is in extremely poor condition. It is full of cracks,

crumbling holes and missing shoulders. When the county approved the permit, 26
residents signed a letter to the county expressing our concerns about road safety the
new pit will now create. We asked that the road be improved before trucks started
hauling. The county’s response was that that section of road is scheduled to be
completely redone in 2023. At that time, the site issues that now exist and make the
entrance dangerous will be improved. Until that time, damage to the road will be
excellerated because of the daily multitude of trucks carrying tons of material. Three
years is a long time to wait for those improvements. We feel it is just a matter of time
before there is a serious accident.
I have a copy of the letter and the response from the county if you would like to see it.
Quality of Life
I moved to Fredenberg Township because of the quality of life it oﬀered. I wanted
peace and quiet and to live in a beautiful environment surrounded by nature. I have
lived out here full time for 20 years. My property is my most valuable and biggest
investment I have. My children and grandchildren love coming out here and staying
with me. That will all change if there is a gravel pit next door to me. I will now deal
with constant noise, dust and toxic fumes. It is horrifying to me.
On a personal note, the new gravel pit is literally next door to me. My property borders
the new pit.
Property Values
The property values of all of my neighbors that live nearby the gravel pit will go down.
The planning commission said that there have been no studies done to prove that but
they are wrong. I have two studies that were done that showed how values drop the
closer you live to the pit. I’m sure there are more.
Rehabilitation
You mentioned in your report the importance of rehabilitation of a pit. We have a poor
history of that in Fredenberg Township. Old pits haven’t been reclaimed but continue
as eye sores and get used for storing materials and old equipment. Even if the pit is
reclaimed, I will never see that in my lifetime. Only my grandchildren have a chance at
seeing these pits rehabilitated.
In conclusion, I would ask that you recommend a continued moratorium and ban on
new gravel pits in Fredenberg Township. Gravel pits should never be allowed to be
near residents or water. I would also ask that you recommend our township taking
back the zoning of gravel pits so that the people that know our area and care about it’s
residents are the people making the important decisions. The county doesn’t care
about our land plan use or peoples concerns. We were all ignored. The financial gain
of a few was more important than the hundreds of residents that will be impacted
negatively. I encourage you to listen to the recordings of the two public hearings held
in March and May by the zoning commission and get copies of the letters that were
sent to them. My fear is that people are tired and disheartened by this issue and the
process that we were beat up in. You need to hear what people so eloquently and

emotionally expressed. This is truly a turning point for Fredenberg Township. If a
gravel pit can be put into an existing neighborhood that is surrounded by wetlands that
go directly into a lake, they will be allowed to be anywhere. Our township cannot
aﬀord the damage another gravel pit will cause. That will destroy the nature and
character of Fredenberg Township and all that we hold so dear.
Thank you for your time,
Patty Wheeler
6516 Fredenberg Lake Road
Duluth, MN 55803
218-343-2011

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Duluth Campus

Department of Biology
Swenson College of Science and Engineering

207 Swenson Science Building
1035 Kirby Drive
Duluth, MN 55812-3004
Office: 218-726-6262
FAX: 218-726-8142
http://www.d.umn.edu/biology
Email: biol@d.umn.edu

May 11, 2020
Dear St. Louis County Commissioners,
This letter is written in response to a request from Mr. Oly Olson for information about
the use of the bog on his land by students in the Department of Biology at the University of
Minnesota Duluth. I have used the bog frequently for field trips in my classes Entomology BIOL
4731, Ecology and Evolution BIOL 3410, and Coevolution BIOL 5410 and the students have
enjoyed the opportunity to observe an undisturbed bog, and to collect data for studies there.
While we are fortunate in northern Minnesota to have many bogs, this bog is perfect for use by
our classes since it close to Duluth, easily accessible, and it has been generously made available
for use by our students. Visits to the bog are always a highlight of the class for students, and
unlike some other classes, students become so enthralled with their studies there that it is
difficult to get the students to leave at the end of class.
Bogs have a number of features that make them valuable resources for ecological studies.
The unusual environment of the bog results in unique ecological communities that have many
species with interesting adaptations. A bog occurs on land with deep saturated peat, and it
isolated both from groundwater and from water that flows off mineral soils. As result the only
source of water is from rainfall. They are therefore very nutrient poor and the only source of
nutrients is from dust that blows in from the outside. Quaking bogs, such as this one, are
dominated by sphagnum moss that can be more than 18 inches thick that floats on water. Using
the classification system developed by Minnesota Department of Natural Resources your bog
would be classified as an open rich peatland system. These are wetlands that form on actively
forming peat, and are dominated by plants such as sedges, leatherleaf, bog rosemary, and shrubs.
Because they are so nutrient poor, bogs are habitats for carnivorous plant that obtain
nutrition by trapping and digesting insects. This bog has at least two carnivorous plants: the
round-leaved sundew, Drosera rotundifolia, and the purple pitcher plant Sarracenia purpurea.
In my classes we have studied the ecological interactions of the community of organisms that
interact with the purple pitcher plant. The pitcher plant catches water in a “pitcher” that consists
of modified leaves, and that is lined with downward pointing hairs that trap insects that enter the
pitcher. Unlike some carnivorous plants, pitcher plants do not contain enzymes to digest their
prey. Instead, the pitcher contains a rich community of bacteria, protozoa, rotifers, and midge
larvae that break down the insects into food for the pitcher plant. The pitchers even provide a
habitat for the development a mosquito larvae Wyeomyia smithii that can only live in these
pitchers. Fortunately, this mosquito is not a pest as it doesn’t bite humans or livestock. Students
have found it rewarding to study this ecological community, and the other plants and animals in
the bog.
I hope that it will be possible to maintain the bog in its undisturbed state as they can
easily be damaged by physical disturbance, water pollution, and air pollution. Because these
wetlands are isolated from groundwater and surface water flow they are sensitive to changes
caused by dust or water flowing into the bog. Bogs have plants that are adapted to specific levels
of acidity, and as a result the deposition of material that alters bog acidity can damage them.

Bogs take a long-time to develop and to recover from disturbance, and I hope that this bog can
continue to be protected from damage. I have appreciated the opportunity for UMD Biology
classes to use the bog for their studies. Please let me know if I can provide you with any more
information.

Sincerely,

Timothy P. Craig
Professor
Department of Biology
University of Minnesota Duluth

Dear Mr. Otsea:
Land use within Fredenberg Township is presently controlled by St. Louis County. Anyone wishing to
develop their property need only make an application to this single authority where it will be
investigated thoroughly by a staff of experts. In my experience, the county has been most responsive to
and helpful for my applications and decisions were arrived at quickly. Various county departments have
been most helpful in finding solutions to difficulties of terrain, siting of wells and septic systems for
instance.
If Fredenberg Township wishes to take back All Zoning Authority it will have to establish appropriate
mechanisms (committee(s) and staff) to conduct the business of zoning.
As noted in your draft Fredenberg did at one time do its own zoning and deferred to County Authority
because of hard feelings over gravel pits. There’s no point in having neighbors pitted against neighbors
within the township when the county provides expertise, independence, and objectivity.
If Fredenberg Township wishes to take over Partial Zoning Authority, it will still have to establish
committee(s) and staff to conduct the business of zoning. It also means that applicants will have to
make dual applications for the same development.
All of this will cost the taxpayers and applicants for any development; more money, time and
aggravation.
Moratoriums and/or ordinances prohibiting various commercial enterprises are unnecessary because
they are covered in the Township Plan, Goals and Strategies. Attempts to stop the commercial
development of a property suitably zoned for such development will inevitably lead to lawsuits against
those trying to deny owners of their property rights. I don’t wish to see the Township embroiled in any
such circumstances as has happened in the past with St. Louis County.
Thank you for consideration of these matters.
Noel Pearman

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Caywood <terrycaywoo@icloud.com>
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 8:03 AM
Justin Otsea
Additional gravel pits

As residents in Fredenberg, we seriously question the increase in gravel pits that will certainly impact the frequency of
trucking in our neighborhoods and damaging our roads.
Sent from my iPhone

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeffblix <jeffblix@aol.com>
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 12:56 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg

Hello Justin, my name is Jeffrey Blix, and my wife, Liz and I have lived in Fredenberg Township for over 44 years. As we
read through your community vision for Fredenberg we are reminded of when zoning was a huge deal and it did pit
neighbor against neighbor, and the zoning was inevitably given back to the county for many good reasons. As far as the
reason for your company being hired to do the summary, we think it only fair to give you a little background on why you
were hired.
A member of the town board, Clay Cich, happens to live on Fredenberg Lake Road, where the proposed gravel pit is to
be. Back in March of this year at a monthly board meeting he managed to get a resolution passed through, rather
quickly, objecting to the conditional use permit for that piece of property. That resolution was sent to the St. Louis
County Board before their zoning meeting, of which this gravel pit was to be discussed. Because of the pandemic the
meeting was postponed and in the meantime he also was able to convince the board to pass a moratorium on gravel
pits until November of this year. At which time the discussion of taking over zoning, for ironically gravel pits only, came
up. And subsequently the hiring of ARDC.
It should be noted also that not all board members were in favor of all of this.
Clay Cich volunteered to be the spokesperson to work with the ARDC, of which is a HUGE conflict of interest because he
happens to live on the Fredenberg Lake Rd.!
You need to work with some other “uninvolved” person in the township.
If you TRULY want to get the public input on this subject then you need to do a survey of EVERYONE in the Township,
not just a select few that happen to live on the Fredenberg Lake Road. And we can only hope that you were given an
actual copy of Fredenberg’s Comprehensive plan and not just going only by the word of a couple town board members.
As it appears on your map, some of those gravel pits are not even in existence anymore. We will send you an addendum
to this email later today or early tomorrow with more details of your “ facts” vs the actual Comprehensive Plan. While
we can understand some of the residents frustrations, it is already turned into a “neighbor against neighbor” and the
family that owned the property has been in this community longer than most and the family that bought the property
has been in this community probably the longest of anyone. Telling someone what they can and cannot do with their
own property is simply wrong. What’s next, telling us what color to paint our mailboxes or how to mow our lawn?
Whether it be a comprehensive plan or personal interest.
St. Louis county approved the permit for that particular gravel pit, and they do have their own strict rules that need to
be abided by. The fact that we live on gravel rich land everyone needs to keep in mind that lives here, and there are
ways, that have obviously already been done, of having a gravel pit in close proximity to a neighborhood and it does not
disrupt the lives of that neighborhood. We had a small gravel pit on our own land quite a few years ago and it was then
closed and turned back into a hayfield. We live about a half a mile away from a current gravel pit operation and barely
hear, see or smell anything. Again, we will be sending you an addendum with more information. Thank you, Jeffrey and
Elizabeth Blix
Sent from my iPhone

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

owlmail39@aol.com
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 10:20 AM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Borrow Pits

To Whom it May Concern,
I built my retirement home on Fredenberg Lake seven years ago. I was drawn to this community because of the small,
quiet lake that is home to nesting loons, bald eagles, beaver, herons, osprey, countless species of fish, coyotes, owls, and
wolves. The lake is crystal clear and the folks who also live here respect the solitude and beauty that is our backyard.
I am dismayed that our residential community life could potentially be uprooted by the construction of a borrow gravel pit.
Fredenberg Township is a neighborhood -- families are attracted to this region because of the clean lakes, the fresh air,
the quiet, the excellent school district. Construction of a gravel pit in the middle of our neighborhood and so close to
Fredenberg Lake will significantly disrupt the quality of our lives and the quality of the wildlife with whom we share our
space. Noise, dust, dirt, and chemical runofff threaten to degrade the waters and disrupt the fish, waterfowl, and land
dwellers.
We live in Fredenberg Township for a reason. Please consider returning the Planning and Zoning back to the Township
so that we can preserve our neighborhood and perhaps work together with industries to help them choose suitable
locations for their projects.
Thank you for your consideration,
Dr Kelly Powell
6514 Fredenberg Lake Rd
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jayme Malenius <jayme.malenius@gmail.com>
Monday, July 27, 2020 6:56 AM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Future Planning

I live at 6350 Beaver River Rd, just at the top of the large hill. I grew up here and have now moved my family back to this
area. I love the quiet woods, large lots of land, and yet we are still in Hermantown school district! I believe this is one of
the best kept secret areas of greater Duluth. We have close access to all that Duluth offers and our children go to the
best school around, Hermantown.
I love that Fredenberg is not apart of Hermantown and has a different vision. The City of Hermantown just approved a 5
story apartment building on Ugstad Rd and their lot sizes are dwindling down from 5 acres to less than 1 acre lots. I've
listened to their planning meetings and residents are not happy about this, however Hermantown continues to plow
forward with development because it meets all rules and regulations.
Around Fredenberg, neighbors have known each other for years, and in my case generations. I enjoy seeing the
neighborhood grow at a slow pace, each section of growth carefully considered and not rushed. Members of this
community feel ownership in Fredenberg as a whole.
I have Dirt Works borrow/gravel pit, just opposite my driveway. My parents build our house in 1985 while this area was
an undeveloped large hillside. The gravel pit across from us was put in a few years later and has never stopped
operation. The heavy trucks strain to get up the hill I live on, equipment back up alarms are a background noise that I
now include with all of the bird calls I hear all summer long, and this is every day, all year long. They do manage to keep
the dust down fairly well but dirt and grime are just an additional item to see as a layer on items along with the pollen.
Due to the above experiences, I am concerned about future development in the Fredenberg Township and would hope
it is executed with more planning and foresight. I do not understand why additional gravel pits are needed when we
have 6 in our township and 8 in the nearby township. The road I live on (Beaver River) is so broken up, the fog lines are
in the dirt. As a child, I would walk the 1.2 miles to the Minno-Ette to get candy. Now that stretch is extremely unsafe
and I would never let my 2 young children walk that distance.
I would like to see some development in the area, like a nursing home, where truck traffic is not increased and then
residents of Fredenberg can choose to stay here longer. However, I do not want to see Fredenberg turn into small lots of
apartments, duplexes, or mobile homes sites. Single family homes and farms are what make Fredenberg so peaceful and
beautiful.
I would like to see zoning taken back by the Fredenberg community. After participating in the St Louis County Planning
meeting regarding the additional borrow pit on 5/14/20, it was stunning to hear how the St Louis County Board feels
about Fredenberg. I believe if left up to them, they would add as many gravel pits and development sites as they could
fit in and strip this community of forest and larger property sizes. Considering Fredenberg is part of Hermantown school
district and I would assume most residents work in or around Duluth, I would also like to see Fredenberg change
representation from the Virginia district to Hermantown area. I see no reason we are represented by an Iron Range
board that does not understand or even drive through our community.
Thank you for your time.
Regards,
1

Jayme Malenius
218.343.3905 | jayme.malenius@gmail.com
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tony Fredericksen <elyrodshop@gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 3:18 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Gravel pit

We live on Taft rd, one of the main roads for heavy truck traffic. The amount of noise pollution from dump trucks rivals a
freeway in the middle of the forest. The speeds are above the posted limits and Jake brakes can be heard over a mile away.
HWY 43 in front of the proposed pit is one of the area's most dangerous roads and is not sufficient to handle this kind of
traffic. Lakehead Trucking just delivered 8 yards of sand to my home on 7-28 and we do support the company but
Fredenberg cannot support another gravel pit. The whole reason we moved here was to escape the noise and pollution of the
cities.
Thank you,
-Tony & Carole Fredericksen
218-235-7411

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Z D <feedline@rocketmail.com>
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 6:27 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg gravel pit expansions

To Whom it my Concern,
I live in Fredenberg and I am opposed to any new gravel pit and/or crushing operations in the township. There are plenty
already. The township should move forward in securing a community of recreation not heavy/loud industry.
Thank you for your time.
Zach DeJarlais

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bob Terry <BobTerry367@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 11:31 AM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Gravel Pit

Mr. Otsea,
Thank you for your special attention to this matter. This issue is near and dear to the hearts of many
Fredenberg residents who are quite frankly scared to death that their beloved neighborhood is soon to be
devastated.
I would like to take a minute and tell you about my personal history and relationship with my beloved
neighborhood.
Shortly after World War II ended, my Grandpa returned home from the war. While he was gone, my GreatGrandpa was fortunate enough to acquire a small lake lot on Island Lake. Upon my Grandpa's return, the two
of them got to work and began clearing the land. They then built a small cabin and sauna, and created a
magnificent family gathering place that has been cherished by my family for nearly 4 generations.
Upon my own return from the military in 2003, my Dad took me out to a piece of land that he had heard was
for sale. You can Imagine my surprise when I learned that it was right down the road from my family cabin
where I had grown up and created so many wonderful memories. The stars aligned for me and I was able to
purchase it. I cleared the land and built a small house suitable for a young bachelor. It wasn't long before I
found myself married, then 2 boys, then a dog! We quickly outgrew my small bachelor pad, and decided to
build a house suited for a family. Now we have a house that we love, a gorgeous yard for the kids, peace and
tranquility, and even our own private swimming beach right down the road at the old family cabin. American
dream achieved!
Mr. Otsea, It absolutely terrifies me of what is to become of this neighborhood and township if this permit is
approved. I, along with many other residents will lose our property values, and have to live next door to a
monstrosity. It will be extremely loud, dusty, and will reek of asphalt mixing. This will be conducted for nearly
11 hours a day (I believe) and 6 days a week. Every morning will be like living next to a mining operation. I
absolutely cannot imagine having to live next door to such awfulness.
The people of this township are as good as they come. We have a quality of life here that most people envy,
and that we do not take for granted. I don't believe that it is out of line for the people of Fredenberg to simply
want to preserve what they have, and what they have built.
I sincerely hope that you "hear" the pleas of the wonderful people of this community.
Thank You,
Bob Terry

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alexander, Dean <dpa@amsoil.com>
Monday, July 27, 2020 3:25 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Gravel Pit

Dear Justin Otsea:
I am writing regarding the ARDC review of a new gravel pit permit application in Fredenberg Township.
Both my wife, Terri, and I have supported the issuance of a moratorium on new Gravel Pits in Fredenberg Township until
a review such as this one is undertaken. We do not believe that a gravel pit should be allowed anywhere near existing
residences in this township. We feel that a gravel pit in the specific proposed site does not fit the current definition of
the use of the area, that it is not compatible with the character and environment of the Township, and are concerned
that it will significantly affect property values of anyone in the vicinity of it, as well as their quality of life and overall
health. The noise, the dust and the toxic smells produced by the commercial operation that is proposed will cause
irreparable harm to the land, is too close to Fredenberg Lake to not have some kind of environmental impact that is
currently unknown, would make living close by impossible and ultimately cause every property owner on Freedenberg
Lake Road and in the general area to demand lower property valuations and taxes, and/or consider selling and moving.
We have previously asked the township to do everything in its power to stop the County Permit process, even if there
are costs involved. Thankfully, the ARDC has now been engaged to help us develop a community plan. One would think
that 10 gravel pits for a township of this size would already be sufficient. I think that it is fair to say that many of those
existing already would not pass muster in a new review of their location as well. Let’s not let any more start up without
insuring there are proper parameters to protect the residents, to protect their peace and the quiet enjoyment of their
property, that a full review and protection for the environment is required, and to protect the health of anyone within
breathing range of an asphalt plant, all clearly spelled out for anyone to follow for that type of development. Thank
you for your consideration of our concerns in the development of our community plan.
Sincerely,
Dean and Terri Alexander
4995 Misty Bay Dr.
Duluth, MN 5803
218-390-6285
dpa@amsoil.con
Also owners of the property located at 4966 Misty Bay Dr.

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Geoff Williams <geoffridgefarms@gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 9:36 AM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Gravel Pits

Hi Justin,
As a lifelong seasonal visitor to Fredenberg Lake, I feel very fortunate to have access to what is essentially the
best that the Northland has to offer in terms of natural beauty, abundant wildlife, serenity, clean air, water, and outdoor
recreation. Having said that, and before I am dismissed as another "Not In My Backyard" whiner, I do see the necessity
for gravel pits, and the necessity for local small businesses to thrive and prosper. Regrettably however, the powers that
be have determined that yet another gravel pit should be created in an already densely sited area in very close proximity
to residences and to Fredenberg Lake itself. It's referred to as a "conditional use" permit, however I think "conditional
abuse" would be a more accurate term in this instance. For anyone to think that an operation of this scope would not
adversely affect the air, water, traffic and quiet atmosphere surrounding Fredenberg Lake, they would either be
completely misguided or just simply don't care. Since I am not a permanent resident (yet), albeit still a taxpayer, I am
unable to vote in the Township and County elections. I think though, that in this instance, that the Fredenberg Township
Board has just a slight window of opportunity to do the right thing. I am aware of the history of the zoning changes over
the years and understand that at times decisions regarding zoning can be quite divisive. All I can do then is strongly urge
the Township Board to do whatever is necessary to regain at a minimum, control of the zoning as it relates to borrow
pits and to maintain the "vision" that our previous planners set forth. Thanks for your consideration,
Sincerely,
Geoffrey Paine Williams
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Geoff Williams <geoffridgefarms@gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 9:36 AM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Gravel Pits

Hi Justin,
As a lifelong seasonal visitor to Fredenberg Lake, I feel very fortunate to have access to what is essentially the
best that the Northland has to offer in terms of natural beauty, abundant wildlife, serenity, clean air, water, and outdoor
recreation. Having said that, and before I am dismissed as another "Not In My Backyard" whiner, I do see the necessity
for gravel pits, and the necessity for local small businesses to thrive and prosper. Regrettably however, the powers that
be have determined that yet another gravel pit should be created in an already densely sited area in very close proximity
to residences and to Fredenberg Lake itself. It's referred to as a "conditional use" permit, however I think "conditional
abuse" would be a more accurate term in this instance. For anyone to think that an operation of this scope would not
adversely affect the air, water, traffic and quiet atmosphere surrounding Fredenberg Lake, they would either be
completely misguided or just simply don't care. Since I am not a permanent resident (yet), albeit still a taxpayer, I am
unable to vote in the Township and County elections. I think though, that in this instance, that the Fredenberg Township
Board has just a slight window of opportunity to do the right thing. I am aware of the history of the zoning changes over
the years and understand that at times decisions regarding zoning can be quite divisive. All I can do then is strongly urge
the Township Board to do whatever is necessary to regain at a minimum, control of the zoning as it relates to borrow
pits and to maintain the "vision" that our previous planners set forth. Thanks for your consideration,
Sincerely,
Geoffrey Paine Williams

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathleen Zerwas <Kathy@champagnemgmt.com>
Monday, July 27, 2020 9:23 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Township - Vision for Future

Importance:

High

Hello Justin,
I understand that you are leading the project at Arrowhead Regional Development Commission to
develop the Strategic Vision for Fredenberg Township. My husband and I have owned a home on
Island Lake in Fredenberg Township since 1995. We originally purchased the property when I was
employed by Northwest Airlines as the Director of A320 Aircraft Maintenance leading the design,
construction and opening of the Northwest Airlines Aircraft Maintenance Base at the Duluth
Airport. At that time we were completely unfamiliar with any areas outside of downtown Duluth. But
upon meeting community members and describing the type of community and environment that we
would like to call home, we were quickly introduced to Island Lake and the Fredenberg area.
We fell in love with the remote rustic winding roads with little traffic and gravel roads leading around
ponds with lily pads, fawns with their does, clean air with fresh breezes and nightly blazing sunsets,
kayaking on Cloquet River and occasional moose and otter siting. A place where we could hear the
wind in leaves, red winged black birds chackling on the cattails, loons calling and the occasional wolf
howl at the evening stars. We have the best of it all…… the privacy and closeness of nature without
the intrusion of commerce and development and all the extra noise and environmental impact that it
brings. We chose Fredenberg for these reasons and knowing that within a 40 minute drive we could
be in Duluth and access entertainment, health care, and shopping and services.
While we have owned our property since 1995, we decided when we retired in 2017 to make this our
home and move from White Bear Lake MN to Island Lake. We built out our 750 sq. ft cabin to a
3,800 sq. ft lake home and now have enjoyed meeting our neighbors and being apart of this rural
community. We intentionally chose this location for its rural, natural setting and want to see it retain
that small township remote setting with focus on environment and retaining natural setting.
Needless to say, we would not be supportive of large tractor trailer and bulldozer and dredging
operations for gravel mining with the attendant noise, dust, road congestion, and disruption to natural
setting for wildlife and local residents. Concern for development of this type commerce is further
compounded by MN Powers notice that they will be working to offer the lots around Island Lake for
purchase in next 12-18 months and thus most likely dissolving the current ordinances and restrictions
for development around the lakeshore. We do NOT want to see the beauty and peacefulness of this
community deteriorate as it not something that can easily be reclaimed or reversed.
Please consider this input when developing the visioning, and I will gladly participate in any further
information gathering or as a member of a planning committee. My address is 5253 Pine Shore
Drive, Duluth MN 55803.
Kathy Brown Zerwas
Champagne Management
1

Phone: 612-850-7676
kathy@champagnemgmt.com
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katherine Harris <mngeargirl@gmail.com>
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 6:27 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Township

My family has owned 10 acres of property on Fredenberg Lake since 1957. We’ve seen the forests cut down near us
several times. Trees can regrow eventually, but it takes millenniums to grow rocks.
Fredenberg Township already has at least 10 gravel pits. An additional gravel pit will have a negative effect on the
quality of life in our township through increased traffic, additional noise and dust, potential ground and surface water
pollution, and possibly noxious odors if asphalt reprocessing is added.
Every time I drive on Rice Lake Road, I am met with a phalanx of huge side-dumper gravel trucks exiting the many gravel
pits already in our area, as well as the logging trucks.
I support Fredenberg Township’s moratorium on future gravel pits and its right to create a more restrictive zoning
ordinance regarding gravel pit operations.
Katherine Harris
(651) 605-1985 cell/text
mngeargirl@gmail.com
6601 N Datka Rd
Duluth, MN 55803
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Larry Van Iseghem <larryv@vtcoatings.com>
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 3:00 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Township Gravel Pit Development

Dear Justin Otsea,

As a Senior Planner for the ARDC in regards to the proposed gravel pit to be developed in Fredenberg, We
wish to express that we am NOT in favor of such development. Further, we were only recently made aware of
the proposed development via Nextdoor.com neighborhood notices. Not being familiar with any details, we
would like to learn if any environmental assessment has been performed and what steps are planned in the
development proposal to prevent any environmental (dust, pollution, noise, etc.) impact on adjacent
properties. Has a formal business plan been presented to the township to address resident concerns including
how they can successfully compete with present facilities in our township?
If you are seeking the voices of township residents, we voice disapproval of this new gravel pit.
Thank you for considering our voice in this matter.
Lawrence & Linda Van Iseghem
6743 E. Cook Lake Rd.
Duluth, MN 55803
Regards,
Lawrence (Larry) C. Van Iseghem,
President/CEO

by Van Technologies, Inc. | 5791 Bergquist Rd., Duluth, MN 55804 USA | www.greenlightcoatings.com
larryv@vtcoatings.com | Main Office: 218.525.9424 | Cell: 218.590.3951

Confidentiality Notice:
This e-mail and any files attached to or accompanying it are intended exclusively for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.
If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that
you have received this e-mail in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, copying, or the taking of any action
based on the information contained in the e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify us
immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer system.
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Howard Klatzky <howie222@mac.com>
Monday, July 27, 2020 2:57 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Township gravel pit study

Dear Mr Otsea,
I’m writing to express my feeling about gravel pits in Fredenberg Township.
I am very pro business, especially Duluth area business, having started and successfully managed a Duluth based
marketing business for 40 years.
And, while I am fully aware of the need for gravel pits and the difficulty in finding suitable locations, I believe it’s
critically important to embrace and protect our neighborhoods and communities and not locate pits in residential areas.
It’s my understanding that ARDC is studying where in Fredenberg gravel pits should/should not be located. Even though
you are developing a plan for the entire township, I would mention, as an example, the pit Lakehead Trucking is
proposing in the Fredenberg Lake Road area.
Since our home is off of the Fredenberg Lake Road, I’m familiar with the proposal. I believe that particular project in that
particular location is very ill advised. That area is about as close to a “neighborhood” as you will find in a suburban area
like ours. Many families around here are just enjoying life outside of the city; many additional families are also living on
the multiple lakes here, both large and small. How do lakes and gravel pits go together?
Our real estate taxes are high, and climbing higher every year. For these high taxes, we should be able to expect a Safe
and quiet rural neighborhood setting that doesn’t include noise, dirt, dust, smell and heavy traffic.
Locating a pit here would be akin to locating one in Lester Park or Woodland. There are better locations for a pit and
better uses for that land.
I’m sure the same principles apply throughout the township. Let’s put pits and other important industrial projects in
appropriate areas; not in neighborhoods.
Thanks for your work on this and for the ability to provide input.
Sincerely,
Howard Klatzky

1

Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debra Johnson <higgens2000@gmail.com>
Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:13 AM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg Township Zoning

Justin,
I am writing to you to express my views and wishes concerning the future of zoning in Fredenberg Township, particularly
concerning industrial zoning issues.. We built our house in 1986, and within 6 months to a year we found out there were
plans to put a gravel pit in directly across the road from us. I won't go into detail, but it was devastating as to what we
have had to live with. It's been 34+ years and it still is horrible to live by. The dust and noise goes from very early
morning to late in the day, 6 days a week. We received absolutely no help in dealing with violations from the staff of St.
Louis County. They were dismissive at best and downright rude most of the time. Everyone finally just quit calling them
as it was a total waste of time. Also, we live with the concern that St. Louis County will amend the usage of the pit to
include more aggressive noise and pollution uses.
Our vision for Fredenberg is a residential community with fresh air and no noise pollution. We would like to see the vote
of our town board honored concerning zoning in the township. St. Louis county has proven themselves to be uncaring
and cavalier in listening to the voice of the residents.
I love my township and don't want it destroyed for the benefit of a few companies. If you would like to talk to me to
hear in more detail what we have to live with, please call me at (218) 343-2788.
Thank you for your time,
Sincerely,
Deb Johnson
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bruce Bacon <bbacon@exodusmachines.com>
Monday, July 27, 2020 3:32 PM
Justin Otsea
Fredenberg

Hello Justin,
My name is Bruce Bacon and I live on Misty bay Drive, off Fredenberg Lake road.
Frankly, I don’t envy your position. Voices from all directions wish to be heard. I’m one of the voices.
I moved to Island Lake to enjoy the beauty, peace and quiet, just like my neighbors. And we paid for and continue to pay
for that privilege. I know there will be many opinions on the proposed gravel pit nearby. I am in the construction
equipment manufacturing business. I know what ‘back up alarms’, diesel engines, buckets in gravel and crushing plants
sound like. Truth is, it will be worse for my neighbors on Fredenberg Lake-just downhill from the proposed site.
I feel like in a democratic system, the voice of the many must outweigh the voice of the few. There are currently 2 active
pits within 1 mile or so of this proposed pit as the crow flies. Need another one? It wouldn’t seem so would it?
I’m deeply concerned and troubled that this is a consideration, not only for myself but for my neighbors, friends.
Finally, I’ll just ask this simple question; If a gravel pit was proposed near your home and family and friends, what would
your opinion be? Would you be opposed or in favor? The good of the many outweighs the good of the few. Plus, we
were here first.
Good luck with your considerations over this matter. As I said, I’m sure it is not easy.
Thank you,
Bruce
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Greg Flanagan <Greg.Flanagan@consolidated.com>
Monday, July 27, 2020 2:55 PM
Justin Otsea
Future of Fredenberg

Please add the following to residence input for the Town of Fredenberg Community Vision Public Input Summary;
What brought my wife and myself to purchase a home in Fredenberg 20 years ago was the beauty of the area yet the
realistic, drivable distance it provided being located just north of Duluth. In addition, as parents of a growing family,
Fredenberg offered a good public school being part of the Hermantown School District, arguably one of the premier
school districts in St Louis County. We all know the saying location, location, location – well for those that value clean
living (land, water and air) and also have a willingness to commute to “town” (be it for employment or personal needs),
they would be hard pressed to find a better overall place to own a home or raise a family. With its relaxed setting, vast
recreational opportunities, countless green (land) & blue (water) spaces and bounding wildlife the township offers a sort
of “paradise” for those that value such things.
Like in many similar situations, and for good reason, early settlers drew from the natural resources as a means to survive
and/or prospered. But over time attitudes change and ideas about what is valued and what is in the best interests of
the general public / residences changes. Fredenberg is clearly at that point.
As for borrow pits, no one is talking about shutting down existing facilities or limiting the ability of established sites to be
utilized. Moving into a particular area knowing full well what exists there is one thing but having something as
concerning as a new borrow pit being permitted after the fact is something quite different. The county has
demonstrated that local residences, and even the township itself, has little or no impact on the basis as to how such
decisions are currently made. To not locally manage permitting of new gravel pits is effectively the same as openly
permitting unrestricted expansion. Unmanaged borrow pit growth, or more specifically - St Louis County managed
borrow pit growth, could bring about a significant negative micro impact to those living in close proximity of a proposed
site as well as negative macro impact to all within the township based on varied levels of concern over safety, road
use/wear, reduced quality of air and water, reduced aesthetics, reduced adjacent property value, reduced tax base due
to undesirable/unbuildable bordering parcels and generally an overall lower quality of life.
As stated prior Fredenberg is blessed with much and on a path for positive growth. As for adding more borrow pits,
when and if needed, to be in line with that growth, it will be important that those decisions are locally managed by
oversight by parties that are voted into office by residents within the township, reside in the township and therefore
care primarily for the township - not the county.
Greg Flanagan
6467 Fredenberg Lake Road
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

pgwheeler3@gmail.com
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 12:40 PM
Justin Otsea
Fwd: Proposed Gravel Pit, Please do not allow!!!

Justin,
As you can see, my neighbor asked me to forward the first email on to you to be included in the public input portion of
the study on Fredenberg Township.
Thank you.
Patty Wheeler
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Peter Seglem <cdp@me.com>
Date: July 29, 2020 at 11:58:07 AM CDT
To: Patty Wheeler <pgwheeler3@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: Proposed Gravel Pit, Please do not allow!!!
Patty, I am out of town on yet another emergency thing, can you please forward this to the people who
are doing g the study?
I hate to throw this at you but I know everyone’s input counts. Please feel free to edit to fit the people
we are sending to, I going to forward Sarah and my letter too originally for the township.
Thank you so much!
Pete
Begin forwarded message:
From: Peter Seglem <cdp@me.com>
Date: July 28, 2020 at 5:31:56 PM CDT
To: Peter Seglem <cdp@me.com>
Subject: Fwd: Proposed Gravel Pit, Please do not allow!!!

Begin forwarded message:
From: Thor <thorupnorth@icloud.com>
Date: March 31, 2020 at 1:36:48 PM CDT
1

To: fredenbergtwp@gmail.com
Cc: kay Beinke <kay.beinke@me.com>
Subject: Proposed Gravel Pit, Please do not allow!!!
Mary Kay Beinke
6520 Fredenberg Lake Road
Duluth,MN 55803
cdp@me.com
507-382-2658
Dear Township Board,
I have concerns about the impact a gravel pit would have on quality of
life, property values, road safety, and wildlife habitation but my greatest
concern is the pollution that would occur in the lake and wetlands
adjacent to the proposed site
Photos reveal the proximity to the lake shore and the drainage directly
into the lake. Photos have also revealed the gas and oil dripping on the
blacktop from the gravel trucks which would be in line waiting to be
filled from early morning until late in the day. Add to that the ground
and ground water pollution of the operation itself and I see irreparable
damage to a currently beautiful lake and wetland area.
Please ban any more gravel pits in this beautiful township! I live here
with my Daughter Sarah and her husband Peter Seglem.
Kay Beinke
507-382-2658
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barb Klatzky <barbk1126@gmail.com>
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 7:01 AM
Justin Otsea
Gravel Pit n Fredenberg Lake Road

I appreciate your hearing me out on the gravel pit. First concern is what this means to are quiet neighborhood, which is
why most of us moved to a lake. Second concern is how this will hurt all of are properties in the real estate market.
Third concern is the traffic it will bring to a quiet residential neighborhood with no existing sidewalks. There are children
playing, seniors walking the roads, neighbors walk dogs, runners and bikers. Perhaps I should have just said a lot of foot
traffic. Fourth concern is the noise factor. We live several miles from Lakehead Trucking on Lavaque Road and there are
many days I can hear the noise from that gravel pit. I am very sensitive to sounds. Hearing sounds inside my home,
thinking something is running. However, I come to find out it is the noise from the gravel pit. Noise on lakes carry and
you hear everything.
Change happens, the world changes, neighbors come trying to get away from the hassles of the city. The majority
making the lake areas into year round homes, no longer just cabins. Thanks for hearing me out. One senior finally living
her dream.
Sincerely,
Barbara Klatzky
Sent from my iPad
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

SUSAN MUNSON <susan2311@live.com>
Monday, July 27, 2020 7:23 PM
Justin Otsea
gravel pits

Please, no more gravel pits for Fredenberg.
Thank you!
Susan
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kara Goucher <Kara@KaraGoucher.com>
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 9:14 AM
Justin Otsea
Save Fredenberg

Justin Otsea,
I am writing to voice my opposition of yet another gravel pit being added in Fredenberg Township. The residents and
visitors of this area strongly oppose another gravel pit. Not only are we unaware of the environmental impact this will
have on the wetlands and Fredenberg Lake itself, it will have endless negative impact for the people who call
Fredenberg home. The constant noise, heavy traffic, and decrease in home value are all things the community does not
deserve. Why should one business ruin the lives of so many? Please listen to the community, they do not want this.
Their homes and life investments are at risk. Enough is enough, listen to the people who live here and who will suffer
greatly.
Thank you,
Kara Goucher
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:

Laif Johnson <laifj.inc@gmail.com>
Sunday, July 26, 2020 12:46 PM
Justin Otsea

To Mr. Justin Otsea,
I have lived in Fredenberg since I moved here in 1972. In 1978 I got married and we built our home on Olson Drive. We
built our home from payday to payday, living in the basement for the first year and a half. It has been a beautiful place
to raise our three children. We have made many happy memories here. Our plan has always been to spend the rest of
our lives here. If the gravel pit goes in, our greatest concern is the noise. I am afraid I will not be able to continue to live
here because of this. I am also concerned about the dust. The pit will be visible from our backyard.
We think that the planning and zoning of borrow pits should be in the hands of the people of Fredenberg.
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
Laif Johnson
6412 Olson Drive
Duluth, MN 55803
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Justin Otsea
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathryn Stingl <kathrynstingl68@gmail.com>
Friday, July 24, 2020 4:49 PM
Justin Otsea
🐸Plans for Fredenberg

Dear Justin,
I have lived on Fredenberg Lake for 40 years. Prior to that my family spent our summers here. My property is within a
quarter mile of the proposed pit. I am not in favor of more gravel pits nor big commercial operations. However, if it is
inevitable that more pits are proposed, I hope that they would be located away from lakes, and bogs, swamps, and
away from residential dwellings and with tight restrictions. I would prefer not to have any more as we have 11 that are
in close proximity to each other.
When the pit on Rice Lake Rd and Pioneer Rd fires up it’s hot mix machine the wind will sometime blow my way and the
oily smell can literally destroy a nice evening for sitting outside.
Should Fredenberg Township take back zoning? It is my understanding that there were lots of contentious issues when
the Town had it before. If the Town is able to just take back zoning for permits for gravel pits, I could be in favor of that.
As for the future of Fredenberg, I hope that it maintains quiet residential, rural character.
Kathryn Stingl
4845 Miller Lane
Sent from my iPad
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