2016 Plan Update & Scoping Project

Produced by the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission in Partnership with the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Cook County,
Lake County and the Gitchi-Gami Trail Association

GGST 2016 Plan Update & Scoping Project

Gitchi-Gami State Trail
Plan Update & Scoping Project
Project Administered by the Gitchi-Gami Trail Association
Assistance provided by the Arrowhead Regional Development
Commission’s Regional Planning Division

February 2016

Acknowledgements
This report was funded in part by the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, by NOAA’s
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management, in conjunction with Minnesota’s Lake Superior
Coastal Program.

Project No. 14-306-11
Contract No. 87576/3000069425
NOAA Award No. NA14NOS4190055

1

GGST 2016 Plan Update & Scoping Project

Contents
IMPORTANT NOTE ................................................................................................................................................. 3
OVERVIEW AND BACKGROUND .......................................................................................................................... 4
PART 1: 2013 GITCHI-GAMI TRAIL PLAN UPDATE ..................................................................................................... 5
Results of the 2013 Planning Process.................................................................................................................. 6
Recent, Current, and Upcoming Activities .......................................................................................................... 8
PART 2: 2015 GITCHI-GAMI SCOPING PROJECT ......................................................................................................10
Overview ................................................................................................................................................................ 10
Scoping Process ................................................................................................................................................... 11
GGST Scoping Project Segments Master Chart ............................................................................................... 12
Trail Segment Maps ............................................................................................................................................. 13
Priority Planned Trail Segments ............................................................................................................ 13
Long Term Planned Trail Segments ...................................................................................................... 20
Completed Trail Segments .................................................................................................................... 40

2

GGST 2016 Plan Update & Scoping Project

IMPORTANT NOTE
The document includes maps showing large-scale, very general routing options for each of the segments of
the Gitchi-Gami State Trail. These maps are to be used as a reference for long-term planning purposes and
do not reflect indication of official construction plans for incomplete sections of the trail. All routes are
likely to change when implemented due to on-the-ground engineering and public input.
The numbers on each map correspond to the segment number. The segments begin numbering in the
southwest and continue northeast. Segment number 1 starts in Two Harbors, and segment number 30
ends in Grand Marais. The numbering of the segments does not indicate priority ranking in any way.
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OVERVIEW AND BACKGROUND
The Gitchi-Gami State Trail is a paved, non-motorized recreational trail paralleling Minnesota’s iconic North
Shore of Lake Superior in Lake and Cook Counties. The trail is planned to extend from the city of Two
Harbors through the cities of Beaver Bay and Silver Bay and the towns of Schroeder, Tofte, and Lutsen,
terminating in the city of Grand Marais – a distance of approximately 89 miles. The trail will connect five
state parks: Gooseberry Falls, Split Rock Lighthouse, Tettegouche, Temperance River, and Cascade River
State Parks. Nearly 30 miles of the trail have been constructed to date. The trail was originally planned in
the late 1990’s by a group of citizens, elected officials, and state agency personnel. The Arrowhead
Regional Development Commission (ARDC) facilitated the planning process.
The trail was designated a State Trail in 1999, and construction began in 2000. The trail is now
administered by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR). The Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT) has also played a key role, as that agency agreed to construct the trail in the
right-of-way of Highway 61 whenever MnDOT reconstructs a road segment. A nonprofit entity, the GitchiGami Trail Association (GGTA), was formed to be a champion of the trail as well. The roles of the MnDNR,
MnDOT, and the GGTA were documented in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by those
entities. It should be noted that Lake and Cook Counties have also promoted the trail’s construction, as
they recognize its importance in the local economy and the North Shore’s quality of life.
In 2013 the Gitchi-Gami State Trail Plan was updated to reflect the current status of the trail. During this
plan update process, trail stakeholders agreed that more information was needed regarding the
unconstructed trail segments. This information is critical to answering questions from potential funders,
surrounding communities, future users, and other interested parties.
In the summer of 2014, the GGTA was awarded a
$20,0001 grant by Minnesota’s Lake Superior
Coastal Program for the development of a
scoping project that would provide more
detailed maps of each segment, provide more
detailed cost estimates, and provide an
inventory of useful data for planning future trail
routes. Those funds were used to pay ARDC’s
costs for gathering data, determining costs, and
developing detailed maps. A consulting
landscape architect was also hired with those
funds to add details to priority segments,
including the one-mile segment through the
town of Tofte and the Caribou Falls Wayside.
1

$15,000 federal funds, $5,000 local funds
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PART 1: 2013 GITCHI-GAMI TRAIL PLAN UPDATE
The goals of the 2013 Gitchi-Gami State Trail Plan Update were to update the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) and secure the signatures of the major stakeholders; to review the MnDNR’s
construction schedule for the trail and cooperatively seek ways to accelerate that schedule; and to seek out
additional partners that can help the trail’s progress.
The ARDC agreed to hold meetings with stakeholders to achieve these goals. Four meetings were held:





September 6, 2013, at Sugarloaf Cove Interpretive Center;
September 20, 2013, at the Tofte Town Hall;
October 4, 2013, at the Beaver Bay Community Center; and
October 25, 2013, at the MnDNR office in Two Harbors.
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In addition, ARDC representatives attended the GGTA board meeting in Castle Danger on October 17,
2013. At all meetings, ARDC facilitated discussions about the MOU, making changes to the new document
as requested throughout the process. Current trail construction projects and future trail segment priorities
were discussed, and input was provided by attendees.

Results of the 2013 Planning Process
Memorandum of Understanding. A new MOU was drafted and discussed during the four meetings in
September and October 2013. All parties suggested edits and added details. The MOU was agreed to by
consensus in December 2013 and was sent out for official signatures at that time. Highlights of the new
MOU:




The MOU now includes Cook and Lake Counties and
ARDC as participants, in addition to MnDNR, MnDOT,
and the GGTA.
The cities and townships located along the trail corridor
were asked to send letters of support of the MOU and
the Gitchi-Gami State Trail. ARDC coordinated these
requests.

Recognition of new trail realities. New information about the trail, its construction costs, and priorities
were discussed. Conclusions reached:


Trail construction is more expensive than previously estimated. The MnDNR reported that trail
construction costs are now averaging $900,000 per mile.



MnDOT no longer has plans for major reconstruction on Highway 61 on the North Shore. It was
once a priority, but due to budget constraints and new investment strategies, no additional sections
of Highway 61 are planned for complete reconstruction at this time. This means that MnDOT will not
be constructing any sections of the Gitchi-Gami State Trail in its right of way in the foreseeable
future, unless specially designated funds are identified. There is a chance that a section of roadway
southwest of Silver Creek Cliff could be considered for special funding. It should be noted, however,
that MnDOT has agreed to construct trail elements as part of bridge improvements. This was most
recently demonstrated at Cut Face Creek, where a protected lane for the trail was created on the new
bridge, even though the trail does not yet reach this site.



Due to costs, previously defined trail segments may need to be shorter. It may not be realistic, given
funding sources, that four miles of trail could be constructed at one time (at an estimated cost of
$3.6 million). That type of segment may need to be split into two sections, resulting in each segment
having an estimated cost of $1.8 million, making it more affordable.
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Innovative ideas and more cooperative funding methods need to be explored. It is unrealistic for trail
construction to rely solely on traditional funding through state MnDNR and MnDOT sources,
including legislative bonding requests. Local participation, more specific funding sources, and other
ideas need to be developed. For example:
o

The unconstructed Tofte segment is near a community school. That section of trail may be able
to leverage funding from the Safe Routes to School program.

o

The new Beaver Bay Trailhead was a cooperative project that included contributions from Lake
County, MnDNR, the city of Beaver Bay, the Bay Area Historical Society, the Superior Hiking Trail,
the GGTA, ARDC, MnDOT, and Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program.

o

The West Road trail segment to be constructed in 2016 has participation from Beaver Bay
Township in addition to MnDNR. In addition, MnDOT is refurbishing the Beaver River Bridge to
accommodate the trail.



The GGTA should seek to promote the trail more fully. MnDNR, MnDOT, Lake and Cook Counties,
and ARDC, as government entities, are often restricted in regards to lobbying and trail promotion
with the public. The GGTA needs to produce educational materials and make a concerted effort to
promote the trail through events, increased membership, and new partnerships.



Alternate bicycle and pedestrian travel routes along the North Shore need to be identified and
publicized. Stakeholders should work with MnDOT to identify areas of Highway 61 that have wide
shoulders that could serve cyclists. In addition, whenever MnDOT undertakes non-reconstruction
projects, such as road resurfacing, the widest possible shoulders should be considered if that section
is not adjacent to a constructed trail segment. The GGTA should work with MnDOT and local
authorities to ensure this result. The initiative of the GGTA in this regard, assisted by state legislative
representatives and local officials, resulted in the installation by MnDOT of wider shoulders (three
feet) than originally planned (18 inches) during road resurfacing in the Lutsen area in 2014.

Communication among stakeholders. The primary stakeholders will continue a commitment to
communication. The GGTA will coordinate communication by asking ARDC to meet with stakeholders once
per year for a facilitated discussion of trail updates, priorities, and progress.
Additionally:


The GGTA will continue to invite other stakeholders to their meetings and offer time for trail
construction and other updates.



ARDC will take a bigger role in community communication, fundraising, and prioritization.



All stakeholders should continually monitor funding sources and be ready to respond to requests
for proposals. ARDC will assist in providing grant information that would give the stakeholders
more information about upcoming opportunities.
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Recent, Current, and Upcoming Activities
In the past three years, several trail projects have been completed, and other projects are underway. In
addition, the Gitchi-Gami State Trail stakeholders have discussed trail priorities for future construction. The
following outlines recent and proposed activities:
Lutsen trail segment. In 2013, the MnDNR completed construction of the trail segment from a current
terminus of the trail at the east side of the town of Tofte to the Ski Hill Road (County Rd 5) in Lutsen. The
segment includes a tunnel under Highway 61 and a large bridge over the Poplar River. The segment is close
to multiple lodging facilities and tourism destinations associated with Lake Superior and Lutsen Mountains
ski area. The continuous length of completed trail in this area is now 7.3 miles. Including an unconstructed
link through Tofte (see below), it is possible to ride approximately 11 miles from the town of Schroeder to
the Ski Hill Road, one mile from the town of Lutsen.
Schroeder connection. A 400-foot section of trail was built in 2013 between a MnDOT parking area on
Highway 61 and a terminus of the trail near Schroeder. It connects users with an area to park vehicles as
well as a restroom.
Beaver Bay trailhead. In 2015 a new rest area facility opened on the inland side of Highway 61 near the
Beaver River in the city of Beaver Bay. The site, which is also the new trailhead for the Gitchi-Gami State
Trail, features plumbed restrooms, informational kiosks (including one with information about the trail),
parking, and picnic facilities. Improvements were also made at the adjacent Bay Area Historical Society
facility.
West Road in Beaver Bay. A 2.3-mile segment of the Gitchi-Gami State Trail completed in 2012 begins a
half-mile inland from Highway 61 on the gravel-surfaced West Road, just east of the Beaver River in Beaver
Bay. The trail segment ends at Outer Drive in the city of Silver Bay. The MnDNR, in collaboration with
Beaver Bay Township, plans to pave the West Road and extend the paved trail to the highway in 2016.
MnDOT plans to re-deck the bridge over the Beaver River in 2017 and will construct a dedicated bike lane providing a corridor for extension of the trail from the Beaver Bay trailhead to the West Road. When this
0.78-mile gap is complete, it will extend the longest continuous section of completed trail to over 17 miles,
from the trailhead in Gooseberry Falls State Park to the city of Silver Bay.
Cut Face Creek to Grand Marais segment. Stakeholders prioritized a section of trail between a MnDOT
wayside rest on Highway 61 at Cut Face Creek and the existing trail terminus on the west edge of Grand
Marais. A portion of the trail construction funding has been secured. MnDOT accommodated a protected
trail lane on new bridge it constructed over Cut Face Creek in 2015.
Tofte trail segment. A short section of unconstructed trail between two completed trail segments is
located in the town of Tofte. The 1.1-mile section is located in a somewhat congested and undefined urban
area surrounding Highway 61. The route is a priority for construction, as it will connect the existing
Schroeder to Tofte and Tofte to Ski Hill Road segments, and it is close to several residences and tourism
destinations. Additionally, the existing trail west of Tofte is adjacent to the Birch Grove community school.
A portion of the needed construction funding was secured through the Transportation Alternatives
8
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(TAP) to be spent in 2018. The MnDNR and trail stakeholders need to secure funding for engineering and
the required local match (20%). A community design process outlining potential routes for this section was
completed in 2015 (results are featured on the Tofte segment map in this document).
Caribou Falls State Wayside: The MnDNR, with the assistance of ARDC, secured Scenic Byway funds to
reconstruct the Caribou Falls State Wayside in 2017. The site was part of a public community design
process in 2014. The upgraded facility will include a short section of the Gitchi-Gami State Trail through
the site and will serve as a trailhead.
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PART 2: 2015 GITCHI-GAMI SCOPING PROJECT
Overview
For purposes of outlining trail alignment and development recommendations in this plan, the Gitchi-Gami
State Trail was divided into 30 planning segments. These segments correspond closely to the original
Gitchi-Gami State Trail master plan developed by the MnDNR in 2003. The original master plan document
broke down the Gitchi-Gami State trail into large unconstructed segments. Following discussion with the
Gitchi-Gami Trail Association and the MnDNR, a decision was made to break down the remaining
unconstructed sections of trail into segments small enough to facilitate realistic funding goals.
10
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Scoping Process
The purpose of the Gitchi-Gami Scoping Project is to provide an inventory of useful data for planning
future trail routes. A large database of information was gathered for the Scoping Project. Detailed maps
describing each of the 30 segments of trail were developed. Each map includes the segment name,
description, and current status; and – for uncompleted segments – estimated length, estimated
construction cost, estimated engineering cost, benefits, barriers, unique opportunities, and next steps.
Data gathered included the actual or estimated number of miles of each segment, one-meter resolution
elevation data for the entire trail corridor, business locations, parcels and property ownership information,
park boundaries, roads, rivers and creeks, and other existing trails. The determination of routing alignment
was based heavily on road right of way space and property ownership. Existing corridors for power lines,
existing road grades, and trails were taken into consideration when developing the routing options. Some
routes were determined based on existing analysis done by the MnDNR. All of the segments include
potential areas where specialized infrastructure may be needed. This includes potential bridges, and
Highway 61 crossings that may need underpasses.
All of the prospective routes described in this document are intended for planning purposes only and have
not been verified as official routes for the Gitchi-Gami State Trail. Any projects that are funded will go
through a standard planning, engineering, and construction process and will include multiple opportunities
for public comment and stakeholder feedback.
Cost estimates were determined based on an estimated construction cost of $900,000 per mile of trail.
Engineering costs were estimated to be 15% of the construction cost. These estimates were recommended
by the MnDNR and are reflective of construction and engineering costs in 2016. Additional costs were
factored into segments that navigate through areas that will be difficult to construct. These locations are
marked as potential bridges or underpasses. In segments containing a marked potential bridge, an
additional $150,000 was factored into the cost estimate. For any marked potential underpass, $500,000
was added into the cost estimate. These dollar estimates were recommended by the MnDNR based on
past trail bridge and underpass construction projects. Presented costs are generalized estimates based
only on trail mileage and potential construction projects. They have been rounded to the nearest $10,000.
Trail segments were grouped into three categories: priority segments, long term planned segments, and
completed segments. Priority segments were suggested by the MnDNR and GGTA as the most viable
upcoming projects. The following tables and maps describe all of the segments in detail.
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GGST Scoping Project Segments Master Chart
Segment
Number

Segment Name

2
3
4
5
6
7

Two Harbors Visitors Center to Superior Shores
Road
Superior Shores Road to Flood Bay
Flood Bay to Silver Creek Cliff
Silver Creek Cliff
Silver Creek Cliff Tunnel to Lafayette Bluff Tunnel
Lafayette Bluff to W Castle Danger Road
W Castle Danger Road to Gooseberry Falls

8

Gooseberry Falls to Beaver Bay

9
10
11
12
12 ALT-1

Beaver Bay Trailhead (non-trail facility)
Beaver Bay to Silver Bay Segment on West Road
West Road to Silver Bay
Silver Bay to Tettegouche
Silver Bay to Palisade Head (ALTERNATE ROUTE)
Palisade Head to Tettegouche (ALTERNATE
ROUTE)
Tettegouche to New Beach
New Beach to Little Marais
Little Marais to Caribou Falls
Caribou Falls State Wayside
Caribou Falls to Sugarloaf Cove
Sugarloaf Cove to Taconite Harbor Launch
Taconite Harbor Launch through Schroeder
Schroeder to Tofte
Town of Tofte
Tofte to Lutsen (Ski Hill Rd)
Ski Hill Road to Lutsen Town Center
Lutsen Town Center to CR 97 West Intersection
County Rd 97 W Intersection to
County Rd 97 E intersection
County Rd 97 E Intersection to Cascade River
Cascade River to Good Harbor Bay Pull-Off
Good Harbor Bay Pull-Off to Cut Face Creek
Cut Face Creek Ped/Bike Bridge
Cut Face Creek to W Limits Grand Marais
W Limits Grand Marais to Downtown Grand
Marais

1

12 ALT-2
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29-A
29-B
30

(TBD = To Be Determined)

Year of
Completion

Status

Miles

Page
#

TBD

Unfunded

0.96

18

TBD
TBD
2004
TBD
TBD
TBD
2001-02/
2006/2008
2014
2016-17
2013
TBD
TBD

Unfunded
Unfunded
Completed
Unfunded
Unfunded
Unfunded

0.30
2.97
0.60
2.78
2.73
2.40

21
22
41
23
24
25

Completed

14.14

42

Completed
Partially Funded, Planned
Completed
Unfunded
Unfunded

0.00
0.78
2.29
7.31
(2.91)

43
15
44
26
27

TBD

Unfunded

(2.39)

28

TBD
TBD
TBD
2017
TBD
TBD
TBD
2004
2018
2013
TBD
TBD

Unfunded
Unfunded
Unfunded
Planned
Unfunded
Unfunded
Unfunded
Completed
Funded (TAP & State)
Completed
Unfunded
Unfunded

3.45
3.12
5.20
0.23
2.60
3.52
2.42
2.87
1.11
7.30
1.55
2.80

29
30
31
16
32
33
34
45
17
46
19
35

TBD

Unfunded

4.40

36

Unfunded
Unfunded
Unfunded
Completed
Partially funded

1.61
4.11
0.31
0.10
3.29

37
38
39
47
14

Completed

1.91

48

Total Mileage

89.16

TBD
TBD
TBD
2015
2016-2017
2004

Completed segments

Priority segments

Alternate route segments

Long term planned segments
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Trail Segment Maps
Priority Planned Trail Segments
The following segments were ranked as the highest priority by the Gitchi-Gami Trail Association and the
Minnesota DNR in 2016.

Status

Miles

Construction
Cost
Estimate*

Partially
funded

3.29

$3,220,000

$490,000

Funded,
engineered

0.78

$1,640,000

N/A

2017

Planned

0.23

$1,020,000

180,000

Town of Tofte

2018

Funded (TAP &
State)

1.11

$1,000,000

$150,000

1

Two Harbors
Visitors Center to
Superior Shores
Road

2019?

Unfunded

0.96

$860,000

$130,000

23

Ski Hill Road to
Lutsen Town
Center

TBD

Unfunded

1.55

$1,400,000

$210,000

Totals:

7.92

$9,140,000

$1,160,000

Segment
Number

Segment Name

29-B

Cut Face Creek
to W Limits
Grand Marais

2016-17

10

Beaver Bay to
Silver Bay
Segment on
West Road

2016-17

16

Caribou Falls
State Wayside

21

(TBD = To Be Determined)

Year to be
Completed

Engineering
Cost
Estimate**

*Based on average recent construction costs
**Based on average recent engineering costs

Detailed descriptions and potential routing options for each of these priority segments can be seen in the
following maps.
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29-B. Cut Face Creek Bridge to
W Limits Grand Marais
Segment length: 3.29 miles
Estimated construction cost: 3,220,000
Estimated engineering cost: 490,000
Status: Partial funding secured
Description:
This is a priority section to complete.
Approximately $2.16 million has been secured
through Federal and State funds. It is estimated
that the total project cost will be around $3.9
million. This segment will connect a short
section of completed trail just east of and
crossing the Cut Face Creek bridge (segment
29-A).
Benefits:
Connects the residences, businesses, and
visitors of Grand Marais to Cut Face Creek
State Wayside, a facility with restrooms, picnic
areas and a beach. This segment makes the
trail from Grand Marais more attractive for
exercising and sightseeing.
Barriers:
Space for the trail between the Highway and
the Lake is limited in spots. Additionally, grades
may present challenges. A bridge will be
needed for crossing Fall River. Two bridges are
included in cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
Bonding may supply a significant portion of the
funding. MnDOT plans to repave Highway 61
for the eastern 1.15 miles of this segment in
2020. There may be an opportunity to work trail
construction into that project.
Next steps:
Secure funding, complete design and
engineering, and construct the trail.

10. Beaver Bay to Silver
Bay Segment on West
Road

Segment length: 0.78 miles
Secured funding: $1,644,500
Status: Funded, engineered, construction
planned in 2016 and 2017

Description:
This segment will close the gap between two
completed sections of trail in two phases. The
first phase - set for completion in 2016 - will
pave the trail along the currently gravelsurfaced half-mile of the West Road from
Highway 61 to the current terminus of the
Beaver Bay to Silver Bay segment (Segment
11). The second phase will extend the trail
along Highway 61 from the Beaver Bay
Wayside trailhead across the Beaver River
bridge to the intersection of the highway and
the West Road.
Benefits:
Links completed trail segments from
Gooseberry Falls State Park, through Split
Rock Lighthouse State Park, to the Beaver
Bay Wayside, and from West Road to Silver
Bay, resulting in over 17 miles of continuous,
completed trail.
Barriers:
None
Unique opportunities:
MnDOT plans to reconstruct the bridge over
the Beaver River in 2017 and has committed
to reconfiguring the deck to accommodate a
bike and pedestrian lane. The long-awaited
completion of this segment will reflect
collaboration of the city Beaver Bay, Beaver
Bay Township, the MnDNR, MnDOT, and the
GGTA- a model for future collaborations of
stakeholders.
Next steps:
Begin construction
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16. Caribou Falls
State Wayside

Segment length: 0.23 miles
Total project cost: $1,200,000
Status: Expected 2017 construction
Description:
Caribou Falls Wayside has undergone a
redesign process to make it a safer, more
comprehensive wayside and trailhead.
The redesign process accommodates the
GGST and will serve as a new GGST
Trailhead.
Benefits:
This wayside provides parking and
access to other trails.
Barriers:
Challenges include safety concerns
regarding entrance and exit onto Highway
61. There will be a need
for a Highway 61 crossing, potentially
a tunnel or bridge, in order to access
the inland wayside.
Unique opportunities:
Redesign process has been well recieved
by stakeholders.
Next steps:
The MnDNR has been awarded a FY
2016 TAP grant for $600,000. The DNR
will seek to leverage another $600,000 to
fund the entire wayside project.
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***FOR LONG TERM PLANNING USE ONLY. ALL ROUTES ARE LIKELY TO CHANGE WHEN IMPLEMENTED DUE TO ON-THE-GROUND ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC INPUT.***

21. Town of Tofte
Segment Length: 1.11 miles
Status: Planned, Funding secured
$750,000 TAP 2018
Description: Segment 21 will connect
two constructed segments. Its
construction has been designated for
2019 Transportation Alternative
Program funds. A design process for
this segment has been completed by
Anue Fernandez Landscape
Architects (design map shown to the
left). It is thought that construction
costs could be saved by using local
roads for part of the route.
Completing this section of trail will
allow for safe access through the town
and access to Tofte Town Park.

Segment 21: Town of Tofte
Segment 21 alternate route option

ARDC Regional Planning 2015
The information on this map is a compilation of data derived from various federal, state, county, regional,
and municipal sources. Geographic Information has limitations due to the scale, resolution, date, and
interpretation of the original source materials. Maps and data are to be used for reference purposes only
and the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) is not responsible for any inaccuracies
herein contained. No responsibility is assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.
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1. Two Harbors Visitors Center
to Superior Shores Road

Segment length: 0.96 miles
Estimated construction cost: $860,000
Estimated engineering cost: $130,000
Status: Unfunded

Description:
Segment 1 is viewed as a fairly
straightforward design and construction
segment. The wide right of way on the
southeast side of Highway 61 is already
cleared of trees and brush. It is mostly flat,
with no exposed bedrock. Cost factors may
be less for the design and construction of this
segment.
Benefits:
This segment provides trail access to the very
popular, and recently expanded, Two Harbors
City Campground as well as connecting to
multiple housing and resort units. It would
provide access to the extensive City of Two
Harbors paved trail system.
Barriers:
This segment must accommodate the existing
snowmobile trail, but it appears that the wide
right of way will be sufficient for both uses.
Unique opportunities:
Allowing golf carts on this segment of trail
would connect residents, visitors, and
campers to the Two Harbors golf course. This
connection would be greatly enhanced by a
tunnel under or bridge over Highway 61. Due
to the fact that this segment largely serves
Two Harbors residents and campground, it is
possible that the city could seek to construct
this segment and turn over to the DNR upon
connection to the rest of the trail.
Next steps:
Monitor MnDOT road reconstruction efforts.
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23. Ski Hill Road to
Lutsen Town Center
Segment length: 1.55 miles
Estimated construction cost: $1,400,000
Estimated engineering cost: $210,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
Getting from Ski Hill Road area through
Lutsen will be challenging due to narrow
right of way in the business area. Existing
roads and trails could be used. Access to
the roads and trails may require tunnels or
bridges. Highway 61 speeds and traffic
numbers are high in this corridor.
Benefits:
Connects the popular recreation area on
the Ski Hill Road to the businesses of
Lutsen's town center area. There is a
potential route option to use an existing
grade.
Barriers:
Some of the challenges for this segment
include significant number of private lands,
a narrow right of way, and potential costs of
tunnel(s) or bridges.
Unique opportunities:
There is an existing SNF Lutsen Trail
Breakers
snowmobile trail that could potentially
become a shared use alignment for the
GGST.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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Long-Term Planned Trail Segments
The following segments are ranked as long-term planning segments.
Segment
Number

Segment Name

Year to be
Completed

Status

Miles

2

Superior Shores Road to Flood Bay

TBD

Unfunded

0.30

3

Flood Bay to Silver Creek Cliff

TBD

Unfunded

2.97

TBD

Unfunded

2.78

TBD

Unfunded

2.73

TBD

Unfunded

2.40

TBD

Unfunded

7.31

TBD

Unfunded

(2.91)

TBD

Unfunded

(2.39)

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Unfunded
Unfunded
Unfunded
Unfunded

3.45
3.12
5.20
2.60

TBD

Unfunded

3.52

TBD

Unfunded

2.42

TBD

Unfunded

2.80

TBD

Unfunded

4.40

TBD

Unfunded

1.61

TBD

Unfunded

4.11

TBD

Unfunded

0.31

Total Long-Term
Planned Mileage

52.03

5
6
7
12
12 ALT-1
12 ALT-2
13
14
15
17
18
19
24
25
26
27
28

Silver Creek Cliff Tunnel to Lafayette
Bluff Tunnel
Lafayette Bluff to W Castle Danger
Road
W Castle Danger Road to Gooseberry
Falls
Silver Bay to Tettegouche
Silver Bay to Palisade Head
(ALTERNATE ROUTE)
Palisade Head to Tettegouche
(ALTERNATE ROUTE)
Tettegouche to New Beach
New Beach to Little Marais
Little Marais to Caribou Falls
Caribou Falls to Sugarloaf Cove
Sugarloaf Cove to Taconite Harbor
Launch
Taconite Harbor Launch through
Schroeder
Lutsen Town Center to County Rd
W Intersection
County Rd 97 W Intersection to
County Rd 97 E Intersection
County RD E Intersection to
Cascade River
Cascade River to Good Harbor
Bay Pull-Off
Good Harbor Bay Pull-Off to Cut
Face Creek
(TBD = To Be Determined)

Detailed descriptions, potential cost estimates, and potential routing options for each of these long-term
planned segments can be seen in the following maps.
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2. Superior Shores Road
to Flood Bay

Segment length: 0.30 miles
Estimated construction cost: $820,000
Estimated engineering cost: $160,000
Status: Unfunded

Description:
Segment 2 will be a short, but challenging
section of trail. The Highway 61 right of way
has a creek and appears to have significant
wetlands. A Highway 61 crossing may be
needed to avoid wetlands. Ideally, this site
could incorporate an access to the Flood Bay
Wayside in order to accommodate parking.
Benefits:
Connects a significant population and
lodging area (Two Harbors) to the Flood Bay
State Wayside, which has beach access to
Lake Superior, vault toilets, and ample
parking.
Barriers:
Waterways and wetlands will be expensive
and challenging to traverse with the paved
trail. Boardwalks or floating wood sections
may have to be explored. One bridge and
one underpass have been factored into
cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
It might be possible to work with the
landowner just to the east (Superior Shores)
to determine if the trail would be more
feasible on its property rather than the road
right of way.
Next steps:
Meet with Superior Shores to discuss long
term trail ideas.

21

3. Flood Bay to
Silver Creek Cliff
Á

Segment length: 2.97 miles
Estimated construction cost: $3,480,000
Estimated engineering cost: $540,000
Status: Unfunded

Á

Á
Á

Á

Á

Á

Description:
This will be a challenging trail section. From
the southwest to northeast, segment 3 will
move through a rural, but dense residential
area, and cross two waterways -- the Stewart
River and Silver Creek.

Á

Á

Á

Benefits:
Would connect Flood Bay State Wayside to
an existing short trail section at Silver Creek
Cliff.

Á

Á

Barriers:
The Highway 61 right of way is notably
narrow in this area. It is unclear how the
paved trail can fit into the transportation
corridor. Moving the trail inland away from the
roadway would be difficult due to the number
of private lands and steep terrain. Three
bridges and one underpass beneath the Silver
Creek Bridge have been factored into cost
estimates.
Unique opportunities:
MnDOT will be reconstructing the Silver
Creek Bridge in the near future and should
consider construction efforts to accommodate
the GGST.
Next steps:
Monitor road reconstruction efforts.

Á
ÁÁ

Á
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5. Silver Creek Cliff Tunnel
to Lafayette Bluff Tunnel
Segment length: 2.78 miles
Estimated construction cost: $2,630,000
Estimated engineering cost: $400,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
The area between the North Shore's two
highway tunnels is mostly flat and crosses
the Encampment River.
Benefits:
Connects the two unique Highway 61
tunnels.
Barriers:
Most of the property in the area belongs to
a unique landowner association
(Encampment Forest). One bridge has been
factored into cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
There appears to be an old road section,
about one-half mile in length, on the lake
side of the Highway in this area. This could,
perhaps, be used by the trail and reduce
construction costs.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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6.Lafayette Bluff to W
Castle Danger Road
Segment length: 2.73
Estimated construction cost: $2,710,000
Estimated engineering cost: $410,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
Segment 6 will connect the Lafayette Bluff
Tunnel to the community of castle danger,
crossing Crow Creek. The Highway 61 right
of way in this area is mostly flat and there is
not a lot of bedrock.
Benefits:
This segment connects a business area
(Castle Danger) to Lafayette Bluff and Crow
Creek.
Barriers:
Routing around Lafayette Bluff may require
significant rock cuts or a bridge. Crow
Creek may require a very tall, complicated
bridge. Two bridges have been factored into
the cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
There is an opportunity to work with the
resorts in the area to find a viable route.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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7. W Castle Danger Road to
Gooseberry Falls State Park
Segment length: 2.40
Estimated construction cost: $2,160,000
Estimated engineering cost: $324,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
Segment 7 will connect the community of
Castle Danger to the existing trail in
Gooseberry Falls State Park. The Highway
61 right of way in this area is mostly flat and
there is not a lot of bedrock. Alternate
routes into the park include following an
existing path to the southwest of the main
park entrance to a junction with the
completed trail, or using the main park
entrance.
Benefits:
Connects a business area (Castle Danger)
and correlating resorts and restaurants to
the popular Gooseberry Falls State Park
and the existing GGST to Beaver Bay.
Barriers:
Barriers include navigating routes through
town and crossing private land.
Unique opportunities:
There is an opportunity to work with the
resorts in the area to find a viable route.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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12. Silver Bay to
Tettegouche

Segment length: 7.31miles
Estimated construction cost: $6,580,000
Estimated engineering cost: $990,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
This segment was suggested by the
MnDNR. Although this is a longer segment
of trail to build, this scenic section follows
through more Lake County tax forfeit land
and continues along the existing Palisade
OHV trail corridor to connect Silver Bay to
Tettegouche State Park Visitors Center.
This route for the trail segment from Silver
Bay to Tettegouche State Park was
suggested by the MnDNR. Maps on the
following pages (Alternate 1 and Alternate 2)
illustrate other route options for this segment.
Benefits:
Travels through more government owned
land than other potential routes. Directly
connects Silver Bay to Tettegouche State
Park and the popular new Visitors Center and
rest area.
Barriers:
The length of this segment contributes to a
very high construction and engineering cost.
Creek crossings may present challenges. It
does not connect to the popular Palisade
Head Wayside.
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Unique Opportunities:
Land acquisition may be more attainable for
inland portions of this segment due
potential routing within public lands. Connects
Silver Bay and Tettegouche State Park
directly.
Next Steps:
Continue to communicate with area
resorts, residents, and leaders.
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12-Alternate-1. Silver
Bay to Palisade Head

Segment length: 2.91 miles
Estimated construction cost: $2,750,000
Estimated engineering cost: $420,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
This is the first portion of a two-part
alternative route for the Silver Bay to
Tettegouche State Park segment. This route
would connect the city of Silver Bay to
Palisade Head, a state-owned facility with a
small parking lot near Highway 61.
Benefits:
Connects population and service center of
Silver Bay to the unique, scenic location of
Palisade Head.
Barriers:
The route through Silver Bay's urban area
may have to be on existing streets and
sidewalks. A crossing of Highway 61 will
need to be constructed (current ATV/
snowmobile tunnel could be used). The
parking area at Palisade Head's entrance
accommodates only a few vehicles. One
bridge has been factored into cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
Palisade Head offers a variety of recreation
opportunities, including sweeping lake views,
rock climbing, bird watching and more.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents and leaders.
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12-Alternate-2. Palisade
Head to Tettegouche
Segment length: 2.39 miles
Estimated construction cost: $2,280,000
Estimated engineering cost: $340,000
Status: Unfunded

Description:
This is the second portion of a two-part
alternative route for the Silver Bay to
Tettegouche State Park segment. This route
would connect Palisade Head to the large
Tettegouche State Park rest area and Visitor
Center. The segment would have several
options for crossing State lands and would
also cross Palisade Creek and the Baptism
River.
Benefits:
Connects Palisade Head to Tettegouche State
Park's campground and recreation facilities by
paved trail, opening Palisade Head to more
users, and giving visitors a non-automobile
option between the two sites.
Barriers:
Barriers include private land ownership and
steep grades at times. One bridge has been
factored into cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
This segment could be merged with Segment
12-Alternate 1, which would open the
possibility of a route away from the highway.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents,and leaders.
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13. Tettegouche to
New Beach

Segment length: 3.45 miles
Estimated construction cost: $3,110,000
Estimated engineering Cost: $470,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
This segment is challenging due to
significant topography features, including
areas of high bedrock and deep valleys. A
beach terminus is not ideal in this area.
Benefits:
Connects the Tettegouche campground and
recreation facilities to points northeast.
Barriers:
There are few obvious project termini
possibilities between Tettegouche State
Park and Caribou Falls State Wayside. This
beach may be a possibility, but it is unlikely
that parking or other facilities would be
developed at the beach.
Unique opportunities:
This beach could be a nice little spot that is
accessible only by trail, not by automobile.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents and leaders.
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Segment length: 3.12 miles
Estimated construction cost: $2,940,000
Estimated engineering cost: $440,000
Status: Unfunded, potential state bonding
Description:
Little Marais is a small node of
development at the intersection of Lake
County Road 6 and Highway 61. The
segment from the potential beach parking
area to Little Marais is fairly flat and
straightforward. Highway 61 right of way
may be a bit narrow in spots and parking
for trail users may be limited.
Benefits:
Connects Little Marais to the trail system.
Barriers:
Challenges include a narrow right of way,
private land ownership, no obvious termini
in Little Marais, and the lack of an existing
parking area. One bridge has been factored
into the cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
Developing a trail parking lot or small park
at the intersection of Lake County Road 6
and Highway 61 could serve both the
Gitchi-Gami State Trail and the Superior
Hiking Trail, which is just up the hill.
Currently cars are frequently parked along
Lake County Road 6.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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15. Little Marais to
Caribou Falls

Se gment length : 5.20 miles
Estimated construction cost: $5,610,000
Estimated engineering cost: $870,000
S ta tu s : Unfunded
De s c r iptio n :
Segment 15 presents some challenging
terrain and a high crossing of the Manitou
River. There are no obvious termini points,
so this segment presents a lengthy
construction area. There will be a need to
cross Highway 61 in order to connect
Caribou Falls State Wayside.
Be n e f its :
Connects Little Marais to Caribou Falls trail
system.
Ba r riers :
This is a long segment with challenging
terrain. Four bridges and one underpass
have been factored into the cost estimates.
Due to the large gorge surrounding the
Manitou River, cost estimates are likely to
increase for construction of this segment.
Un iq u e op p o r t u n itie s :
Caribou Falls State Wayside has parking
and is being redesigned for future
improvements that will accommodate the
GGST.
Ne x t ste p s :
Participate in Wayside redesign, continue to
communicate with area resorts, residents
and leaders.
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17. Caribou Falls to
Sugarloaf Cove
Segment length: 2.6 miles
Estimated construction cost: $2,890,000
Estimated engineering cost: $450,000
Status: Unfunded, potential state bonding
Description:
This segment connects the Caribou Falls
Wayside to a state Scientific and Natural
Area (SNA) and a nonprofit environmental
center that has parking, a hiking trail,
interpretive and historical information, and
foot access to a Lake Superior beach. This
segment is fairly straightforward with a
reasonably level terrain.
Benefits:
This segments connects two very popular
destinations and parking areas.
Barriers:
Challenges along this segment include
finding trail alignment in the right of way and
getting buy-in from nearby residences and
facilities. There will be a need for a Highway
61 crossing, potentially a tunnel or bridge, in
order to access Sugarloaf Cove. One bridge
and one underpass have been factored into
the cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
Sugarloaf Cove is a unique destination and
has demonstrated support for the GGST in
the past.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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18. Sugarloaf Cove to
Taconite Harbor Launch
Segment length: 3.52 miles
Estimated construction cost: $3,300,000
Estimated engineering cost: $500,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
This segment passes by residences and
resorts and connects to the Taconite Harbor
boat launch, where parking is ample and
restrooms may be available.
Benefits:
This segment connects to destinations and
parking opportunities.
Barriers:
Trail alignment in Taconite Harbor may
move through former industrial areas. Also,
parking at the boat launch may have to
focus on watercraft only. One bridge has
been factored into the cost estimate.

"

Unique opportunities:
Taconite Harbor Launch may be
underutilized. A GGST connection may bring
more interest to the site.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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19. Taconite Harbor
Launch through Schroeder

Segment length: 2.42 miles

Estimated construction cost: $2,310,000
Estimated engineering cost: $350,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
This segment will make a complicated pass
of the Taconite Harbor energy facility and
the unused railroad that once accessed it.
Once into Schroeder, there are many
parking stalls as well as restrooms. This
segment also gives access to the Father
Baraga's Cross historical site and the Cross
River Heritage Center. There may be some
challenges getting the Gitchi-Gami State
Trail over the Cross River and through the
large parking areas.
Benefits:
This segment connects Schroeder to other
destinations and also passes the unique
industrial facility of Taconite Harbor.
Barriers:
There are abandoned railroads and bridges
over Highway 61 that would have to be
addressed with trail crossings. One bridge
(crossing the river) has been factored into
the cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
The power generation facility at Taconite
Harbor may not be utilized in the future. If
the facility is shut down, the trail could
possibly use a simpler route through the
site, away from the Highway.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.

"
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24. Lutsen Town Center to

County Rd 97 W Intersection

Segment length: 2.80 miles
Estimated construction cost: $3,070,000
Estimated engineering cost: $480,000
Status: Unfunded

Description:
This segment of trail could possibly take
advantage of existing grades on the inland
side of Highway 61 that exist between the
Caribou Trail (County Rd 4) and Cascade
Beach Road (County Rd 97). A tunnel or
bridge may be needed to cross Highway 61
at Cascade Beach Road.
Benefits:
Connects Lutsen town center area to
residences and the Lutsen Town Park area.
Barriers:
Narrow right of way and potential private
ownership of grade present challenges.
There may be a need for a safer crossing
into Lutsen Town Park. One bridge and one
underpass have been factored into the cost
estimates for this segment.
Unique opportunities:
There is a grade paralleling Hwy 61 between
County Road 4 and County Road 97.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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Segment length: 4.40 miles
Estimated construction cost: $3,960,000
Estimated engineering cost: $590,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
This segment covers the area between the
west and east intersections of the Cascade
Beach Road (County Rd 97) with Highway
61. Existing grade and public land exists on
the inland side of Highway 61. Trail in this
segment would expand the Cascade River
State Park Trail network. There is potential
for using the full length of County Rd 97 to
save costs on construction and engineering.
A tunnel or bridge may be needed to cross
Highway 61 if County Rd 97 is used.
Benefits:
This segment connects to residences and to
Lutsen Town Park.
Barriers:
There may be some resistance to using the
road as trail. Residents may not want trail
users in their neighborhood.
Unique opportunities:
Using the road would greatly reduce costs,
but a tunnel may be warranted at the
Highway 61 crossing.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.
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26. County Rd 97 E
Intersection to Cascade River
Segment length: 1.61 miles
Estimated construction cost: $1,700,000
Estimated engineering cost: $260,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
Land between Highway 61 and Lake
Superior is limited. Going inland may
require a long loop behind private property
and could require a dedicated bike bridge
upstream on the Cascade River. With such
an alignment, it may be possible to take
advantage of State Park roads or ski trails.
Benefits:
This segment will connect trail users to
Cascade River State Park's campgrounds
and recreation facilities.
Barriers:
A narrow right of way on Highway 61
presents a challenge. Additionally, the
historic status of the Wayside at Cascade
River limits adjustments to parking and to
the bridge to accommodate the trail. Two
bridges have been factored into the cost
estimates in this segment.
Unique opportunities:
In this segment, the trail will need to
complement existing trail infrastructure.
Next steps:
Connect with Cascade Lodge owners to
determine the best routing option.
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27. Cascade River to
Good Harbor Bay Pull-Off
Segment length: 4.11 miles
Estimated construction cost: $4,250,000
Estimated engineering cost: $650,000
Status: Unfunded
Description:
If kept on the lake side of Highway 61, this
segment would connect Cascade River State
Park to to a popular overlook at the Good
Harbor Bay pull-off. It would be relatively flat
terrain.
Benefits:
This segment would connect Cascade River
State Park to a historic site at the Good
Harbor Bay pull-off.
Barriers:
Challenges include a narrow right of way,
routing through Cascade River State Park, a
potential bridge crossing about one mile south
of Good Harbor Bay, and limited parking at
Good Harbor Bay. There may be a need for a
tunnel or bridge crossing Highway 61 leaving
Cascade River State Park Campground. One
bridge and one underpass have been factored
into the cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
Connecting Cascade River State Park to scenic
Good Harbor Bay will provide an opportunity for
a high-use trail segment for tourists who visit
these popular sites, as well as campers at the
park and visitors to lodging in the Cascade
River area and Terrace Point
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and leaders.

38

28. Good Harbor Bay PullOff to Cut Face Creek

Segment length: 0.31 miles
Estimated construction cost: $410,000
Estimated engineering cost: $70,000
Status: Partially constructed, remainder
unfunded
Description:
This segment will connect two popular
Highway 61 roadside attractions -- the Good
Harbor Bay pull-off and Cut Face Creek
Wayside, and includes 0.1 mile of trail
already constructed just west of the
wayside.
Benefits:
Connects historic information at Good
Harbor Bay to parking, restrooms, and other
facilities at Cut Face Creek State Wayside.
The Cut Face Creek bridge was
reconstructed by MnDOT in 2015 to
accommodate the GGST. This segment of
trail will connect to that existing trail
segment.
Barriers:
Land is very limited between the lake and
the highway in this section and siting the
trail may be difficult. One potential bridge
has been factored into cost estimates.
Unique opportunities:
Linking the Good Harbor Bay pull-off and
the Cut Face Creek Wayside will provide a
great opportunity for a high-use trail
segment, especially for tourists who stop at
these popular sites. It would be an attractive
amenity for visitors to lodging at nearby
Terrace Point.
Next steps:
Continue to communicate with area resorts,
residents, and area leaders.
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GGST 2016 Plan Update & Scoping Project

Completed Trail Segments
The following segments are the current existing segments of the Gitchi-Gami State Trail (as of February
2016).
Segment
Number

Segment Name

Year of
Completion

Miles

4

Silver Creek Cliff

2004

0.60

8

Gooseberry Falls to
Beaver Bay

2001-02/
2006/2008

14.14

9

Beaver Bay Trailhead
(non-trail facility)

2014

0.00

11

West Road to Silver Bay

2013

2.29

20

Schroeder to Tofte

2004

2.87

22
29-A
30

Tofte to Lutsen (Ski Hill
Rd)
Cut Face Creek Ped/Bike
Bridge
W Limits Grand Marais
to Downtown Grand
Marais

2010/2013

7.30

2015

0.10

2008

1.91

Total
Constructed
Trail Mileage

29.21

Detailed descriptions, photos, and trail alignment for each of these completed segments can be seen in the
following maps.
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4. Existing Silver Creek
Cliff Segment
Segment length: 0.6 miles
Status: Completed 2004

Description:
This trail segment is a scenic, completed
stretch circumnavigating the Silver Creek
Tunnel along the old corridor of Highway
61. This segment features parking, picnic
areas, signage, and historical
interpretation.
According to the Gitchi-Gami State Trail
Bicycle and Pedestrian Count project
conducted in the summer of 2015, this
short segment of trail generates an
average of 201 visitors per day
during the summer.
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8. Gooseberry Falls to
Beaver Bay Trailhead

Segment length: 14.14 miles
Status: Completed in several phases in
2001-2002, 2006, and 2008

Description:
This completed segment connects
Gooseberry Falls State Park, through
Split Rock Lighthouse State Park, to the
City of Beaver Bay. This stretch of trail
offers scenic vistas of Lake Superior,
the falls, Split Rock Lighthouse,and the
area's forest lands.
Sites and attractions found along this
stretch of trail include: Gooseberry Falls
Visitors Center, Gooseberry River
crossing, Blueberry Hill Beach, Twin
Points Public Water Access, Iona's
Beach SNA, Split Rock River Wayside,
Split Rock River Beach, Split Rock
Lighthouse State Park Visitor Center,
Gold Rock Point Beach, and restaurants
and businesses in the City of Beaver
Bay.
According to the Gitchi-Gami State Trail
Bicycle and Pedestrian Count project
conducted in the summer of 2015, this
segment of trail generates an average
of over 100 users per day during the
summer.
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9. Beaver Bay Trailhead
(facility, non-trail)
Status: Complete, opened in 2015
Description:
The Beaver Bay Trailhead, which is
the east terminus of the Gooseberry
Falls to Beaver Bay segment, will also
be the west terminus of the Beaver
Bay to Silver Bay segment when
complete. The longest completed
section of trail will then be over 17
miles. The facility serves Gitchi-Gami
State Trail and Superior Hiking Trail
users; Scenic Highway 61 travelers;
and the community of Beaver Bay.
The site features seasonal restrooms,
paved pathways and picnic tables,
parking, and interpretive kiosks.
Construction of this project was made
possible, in part, by a federal
Transportation Enhancement grant,
DNR Parks and Trails Legacy Grant
Program, Minnesota's Lake Superior
Coastal Program, Minnesota
Historical Society, Superior Hiking
Trail Association, and Lake County.
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11. West Road to
Silver Bay
Segment length: 2.29 miles
Status: Completed 2013
Description:
This segment is inland of Highway 61
and features scenic views, sweeping
curves, a railroad tunnel, historical
mining information, and views of the
North Shore. This segment connects
West Road to the residents and
businesses of Silver Bay.
According to the Gitchi-Gami State
Trail Bicycle and Pedestrian Count
project conducted in the summer of
2015, this segment of trail generates
an average of 41 users per day
during the summer.

Segment length: 2.87 miles
Status: Completed 2004
Description:
This segment heads northeast from a
parking lot on the northwest side of the
Highway 61 and ends at a Highway 61
crossing near the Town of Tofte.
Traveling through Temperance River
State Park, this section of trail offers
scenic views, a bridge over the
Temperance River, and provides
connections to the Superior Hiking Trail.
According to the Gitchi-Gami State Trail
Bicycle and Pedestrian Count project
conducted in the summer of 2015, this
segment of trail generates an average
of 126 users per day during the summer.
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22. Tofte to Lutsen
(Ski Hill Road)
Segment length: 7.30 miles
Status: Completed in two phases, 2010
and 2013
Description:
The trail between Tofte and Ski Hill
Road (Cook County Rd 5) forms
connections between residences,
resorts, the Ray Berglund State
Wayside, the Lutsen Mountains downhill
ski and summer resort area, and
Superior National Golf Course.
According to the Gitchi-Gami State Trail
Bicycle and Pedestrian Count project
conducted in the summer of 2015, this
segment of trail generates an average
of 105 user per day during the summer.
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Description:
This small section of trail was completed in
2015 as a part of the reconstruction of the Cut
Face Creek Bridge, adjacent to the recently
redesigned Cut Face Creek State Wayside. A
dedicated bike and pedestrian lane, separated
from the traffic lanes by a wall, was built as
part of the bridge construction. A short section
of the Gitchi-Gami State Trail extending to the
west of the bride was also constructed at that
time.
Benefits:
Connects trail to Cut Face Creek State
Wayside which provides parking, garbages,
picnic area, a pet exercise area, and
information kiosks.
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30. W Limits Grand Marais
to Downtown Grand Marais
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Segment length: 1.91 miles
Status: Completed 2004
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Description:
This segment of trail connects the
residences and businesses of downtown
Grand Marais, including several hotels
and the municipal campground to the
Fall River at the western limits of the city.
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ARDC Regional Planning 2015
The information on this map is a compilation of data derived from various federal, state, county, regional,
and municipal sources. Geographic Information has limitations due to the scale, resolution, date, and
interpretation of the original source materials. Maps and data are to be used for reference purposes only
and the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) is not responsible for any inaccuracies
herein contained. No responsibility is assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.
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Gitchi Gami State Trail
2016 Plan Update & Scoping Project
Prepared for the Gitchi-Gami Trail Association
Prepared by the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission
For more information about this document, please contact:
Charlie Moore
Regional Planning GIS Specialist
Arrowhead Regional Development Commission
221 West First Street
Duluth, MN 55802
cmoore@ardc.org
218-529-7553
www.arrowheadplanning.org/gitchigami
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